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PREFACE. 



P^VERY literary produ<aion 
that affumes the formidable 
Ihape of hiftory, naturally ex- 
cites curiofity : — The following 
concife account of the life and 
death of that l)right luminary 
of religion, virtue and learn- . 
ing, Lady Jane Grey, otherwife 
Queen Jane, was prcfented to mc 
as authentic and intertfting, bejng 
fcle<ftcd from the moft approved 
writers of the age in which flic 
outflione all her coteipj^orarie's of 
A z ciither 
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cither fex or quality. While my 
ir.emory was refreflied with revif- 
ihg the manufcript, and my heart 
glowed with contending paffions. 
at the melting tale, before I could 
recoiled: myfclf to purfuc the nar- 
rative, my taflc was ended, but' 
without giving me that fatisfac- 
ticn I had promifed myfclf in 
the perufaL 

Having fome years fince at- 
tentively read feveral authors on 
the fubjedt, and thinking the pre- 
fent fell fhort of what might 
naturally be exped:ed fronn the 
title, I had recourfc^to them, 
and added to the Work, what I 
i;once'';j5d was wanting, to make 

the 
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the volume worthy to be called 
the Hiflory of Lady Jane Grey. ' 

If I have ftepped out of my 
way in turning biographer in- 
fteadofrefiridling myfclf to ipy . 
more peculiar province ofcorredl- 
ing mere typographical errors^ I 
hope the rieceflity of the cafe , 
will be admitted a fufficient apo- 
logy, as, has been obferved before, • 
there was not fuflScient matter 
in what was firft put into my 
hand either to make it worthy 
attention, interefting, or enter- 
taining. 

A bare narration of the inci- 
dents as recorded by other, hifto- 
rians, brought into on^ view, 
A3 * was 
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was fufEcient^ without new em- 

if 

bellifliments — the melancholy 
fcenes which adlually took place 
in the life of ^ this illuflrious 
perfon, requires neither art nor 
fid:ion to fix the mind to the fub-» 
jecS, and though the ftory is well 
known it cannot be too much read, 
efpecially by the rifing generation, 
as a ftimulus for them, if put to 
^wy of the trials, Lady Jane en- 
dured and bore fo triumphantly, 
to endeavour to imitate her bright 
example; in whom, the chrif- 
tian, fcholar, and heroine, were 
united. 

The lovers of fiction and ro- 
rrrance will find in the Hiftory of 
Lady Jane Grey, real forrows to 
commiferate, and in the fequelj 
not have to complain of that emp- 
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tjr void, that attends the reading: 
of the moll intercfting novelst ' 
which the mind on refledkion 
revolt^ from, a s arifing from the 
mere phantoms of the imagination 
only. 

The fuccecding fhort addfefs 
was the only preface annexed to 
the work by the author. 

** In the following book,* I 
have thought it neccffary to enter 
into a (hort hiftory of the times 
in which Jane Grey lived, in 
order to give the reader a clearet 
idea pf the reafons which occa* 
fioned the fucceflion as fettled by 
Henry, to be changed for another 
order of fucceflion. 

A 4 1 fihow 
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I know not, in the works of 
any author, that the fame opinion 
I have entertained, was ever ad- 
vanced, except in fome degree 
in the Libel of Hales* ^ which ia a 
book long forgotten, and I believe 
not extant now, at leaft I have 
never met with it/* 

* It attempted to prove that on the demife of 
Elizabeth, without liTve, the crown would be- 
long to the SuSelk family. 



T. WiLKlNS. 

Nov* 10. 179U ^ 



CON- 



f 



CONTENTS; 

CHAP- It 

On Hifiory - - Page «• 

C H A P> IL 

Accefton ^Edward the Sixth. - Cbarac^ . 
icYs of Somerfet. /j»i Warwick. 

Pkgeic?> 

G H A P. m. 

Expedition into Scotland. Trial and 
. death of the froy£Ior's brother. Con-» 
fequences of it. -^ - Page i6 = 

C H A p; IV. 

Jfcmcrfet is deprived of the proteSiorJhip. 

Page 22 
CHAP.^ 



JC CONTENTS. I 

CHAP. V. 

Scbmes g^Somerfet to reinftate him/el^ 
in the proteSlorfhip. Difcoveredi 
His death. - - Page 3* 

C H A P. VI. 

tbi *mHtms di^gns of Norihumbei'4 
land. - . Page 37s 

CHAP. VII.^ 

ne exee'ulion e/^Northumberland's. de- 
^ffts, ExcluJiono/MMy, Page 43 

C H A P. VIII. 

Di/ciiffion 0/ the claims of Mary and 
Lady Jane. - - Page 49 

CHAP. IX. 

Jn iinuation'efthe dt^i(/^it. Pagc^i 

CHAP. 






CONTENTS^ 
CHAP. X, 



fbt cbara£ier of Lady Jane Grey. 

Page 66 

C H A P. XL 

Diatb 2/^ Edward. - Page 70 

CHAP. XIL 

Proclamation of Lady Jane. JSlivity 
of Mary. - - Page 74 

CHAP. XIIL 

F(ulure of Northumberland's defign, 
JDepofttiott oj Jane. Afcefm of Mary. 

Page 81 

CHAP. XIV. 

Heafotu of Mary's fucce/s. Page 85 

CHAP. 



xH '. CONTEJ^TS. . 

r 

CHAP. XV. 

^e trial and fentence faffed on Not;- 
_ tliumberland; - - Page 95 

C H A P. XVL 

3T&^ trial of the depo/ed ^een and her 
hufband.- — Infurrellion ofSuSo^kand 
Wyat. *- , - P^geioa 

CHAP* XVIL 

The death vf the depo/ed '^een and hef 
hufhand Lord Gyilford Dudley^— 

^ Elegies and Poems to the memory of 
Queen Jancc — Her letters to her fa-^ 
tber andfifter. — Her character hj fe>^ 
soeral hifiorians - Page iq8 



r 



fl^ 



K3m.,...., - .. ■ io .■■■ ■ ,.-,.. - -, 

tnn 
HISTORY 

o f 

JANE GREY, 

^EEN OF EKGLjtND: 

llflTBADErBNCBOFHE&CLAlMTOTHECllOWlft, 



C H A P. 1. 

dNHISTOItV* 

tJiSTORY (»criop»*») was by the 

ancients fuppofcd to derive her 

ori^ from thegods« andtobeen« 

B dued 

^ llie 'word had at firft it» derivation from 
^^loputm In proccfs of time however the de« 
Tivation was changed, and taken from a word 
•faiozQe&larsedfipjficatioa ikomt^vf^u 



• THE HISTORY Olf 

AutA with immortality; without en- 
lering into a cortfideration of the firft 
attribute, ijre may witliout any diC- 
ficulty jfllow h^ the poffeffion of the 
laft. The lapfe of ^ges, which de- 
inoliflies the pride of empire^ and the 
pomp of power, which ov^throws 

The c]<>ad<»^*<i towers, Ac gorgeous palaces* 
The fi^emn temples* 

is ri .^ iiblc to decreafe her vigour, or 
deftroy her power— The pen of the 
poet, and the pencil of the painteri 
would doubtkfs reprefent her fmiling 
at time. ■ ' -_, ' * 

Tohiftpry belongs the fmgular ine- 
rit of uniting the plea fing, and the pro- 
fitable, the enter taining, and th/f^: in- 

\ ftrudivc* 



i 






JANE GRfeY. ^ 

ftfuAive — The advantages defived 
ftom her are nwmerous. The blcf* 
fings fhe pit)duces pennanent. 

A Nero, a Caligcla, a Richard 
ibe tbird^ pourtfayed by her in their 
propeY- colours, produce in our minds 
not only an abhorrence of their acHiors^ 
but a' fettled hatred for tyranny and 
oppreflion. Fr6m the reign of % 
Titus, an Augustus^ an Alfred, wc 
'deduce the neceffity of a well ordered 
governnneiit, towards fecuring the hap- 
pinefs and prolperity of thofe who are 
fubject to it. A Brutus, a Reguj,us, 
an Hamden, a Russel, a Sidney, a 
Washington, increafe in our breads 
the amor pahia; 2iti<X inculcate an en- 
thufiaftic love for liberty and inde- 
B 2 pendencc 
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pendence, while the bigotry of ft 
Mary^ or a James^ produces an aver-^ 
iion to thofe who would rob religion 
of all her ferenity, her meeknefs, and 
her philanthropy. 

J The long ftride of ambition, the 
; ponderous arm of) power/ the thick 
malk of hypocrify, the cautious fraud 
of cunning, are obfervable in the tranC- 
acflions of every nation, and generate 
refledlions favourable to virtue. 

' But it rnuft be confefled that thefe 
advantages have not always refultcd 
from hiftory* 

In the early ages of the world, and 
in the infancy of fcicncc, hiftory was 

bat 
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iiut a rude recapitulation of events^ 
fome of them fabulous and wholly 
deftitute of truth, all told without ele- 
gance and rendered unimproving, by 
the want of elucidating remarks and 
refledlions*. It Ihould fccm while 
we pcrufe thefe fabulous accounts of 
the firft ages, as if hiftory had been 
nurfed in the cave of fuperftition. 

Thjefe fables and idle (lories how- 
ever, may be accounted* for in a lefs 
poetical manner^ 

Mankind at that time were go- 
verned by monarchs who ruled with 
arbfolute authority; it may eafily be 
B3 fup. 

♦- Of this dcfcription arc the caftem chroiii- 
des, the faith, &c. 
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fuppofed that it was to their intercfl 
either to keep their fuhjeds in total 
ignorance, or to give thtm only fuch 
inforn atien as would affift their poli- 
tical views — patrons of the poets wha 
were generally the hiftorians of thofc 
days, this was.eafily cffeded: it was not 
difficult to give what coulour they 
pleafed to particular events, or to con- ^ 
ceal from people as yet covered with 
the capacious cloak of ignorancCj^ 
iranfaftions of which it wa^ ncceflary 
they fhould be ignorant. 

This vas the infancy of hiftory* 

The lapfc of ages, and the vicct 
and undue exertions of the power en- 
trufted to monarch s, withdrew by de-., 

greet 
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grees tfic veil from the eyes of the 
people— men began to determine what 

were the natural rights- of men liw 

bcrty exerted her infldcnce, and hiftory 
tore off the bandage from her cyes^ 
whichi tyranny and fuperftition had^ 
placed over them^ 

Her page was now not filled with'^ 
a new relation of events, but with a' 
difcuffion of thofc eveixts. Monarchf'^^^ 
who had reigned with the fceptre of 
mildnefs, were decorated with the 
merited laurel, while thofe who had 
ruled with the rod of oppreffion, were 
banded down to pofterity, with de- 
fer vcddeteftation and contempt. Thefe 
advantages begaft now tor refult frqm 
hiftory, which I have before mentioned* 
B4 Still 
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Still however, flie has, and I feaj^ 
will always have to contend with ihc^, 
errors of education, the prejudice o€^ 
party, "br of country. 

Hiftorians are but men, and it^ 
would be^bfurd to fuppofe them dc-*. 
void of the foibles of nieji.. 

Xhefe prejudices will lead them. ta,. 
dim the brilliancy of particular cha-. 
ra<Sers, to'whicli the lapfe of ages., 
alone,, will be able to reftore their ori- 
^nal* luftre, and to place tranfadions, 
in an erroneous and miftaken point of 
view#. 

Under: 

* Under this defcnptron I clofe dre churaftcft- 
^ of the unfortunate injured Mary, Quceuof ScptH^ 
<ad that of the M of the Tartjuins,. 
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Under this imprefllon, I have pro- 
duced the following diflertation, on 
which 1 have differed from all other 
hiftorians who have ever written be- 
fore me. Perhaps for this prcfump- 
tion it may be expefted 1 (hould make 
fome apology ; I think none neceffafy. 

Mankind are too enlightened now not 
to be able to difcover erroneous opi- 
nions.^ If what I Ihall offer fhall ap- 
pear to be fuch, I fhall receive the 
treatment I deferve j if they fhall- feem 
♦ to be otherwife, no apology can be 
ncceflary^ 
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Accefjion g/^Ed ward the Sixthi QoarM^ 
iers g/'Somerfet /wfi Warwick. 



TJENRY THE EIGHTH dppointcd' 

fixteen executors* to his will 5. 

the affairs of the kingdom were con* 

fequently to be under their diredliocM 

during the minority of his fucceflbr, 

Edward^ who had fcarcc attained his 

ninth year when he afcended the 

throne. . 

JFrom 



! irwclve were aficrwards added as affiftants; 
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From this number immediately on 
the dertiife o(' Henry ^^nd the acceflion 
of Edward^ one was appointed to the . 
protedlorftiip. To this high ftation 
. was raifed^ Edward Seymour i uncle to ^ 
the king, and Earl of Hertford — one * 
whofe goodnefs of heart rendered him 
worthy of fiich a fuuation^ but whole 
candour and opennefs <of dilpofition ill . 
qualified him to hold a poft which 
has always required gr^at abilities, and ^ 
^eat political management. 

The protedbr (created by thefoung i 
king on his acceflion, .D«i&^ of Somer^- 
Jet) wa^ not remarkable for brilliant 
a^complilhments ' of' mind— in .• his 
manners he w,as mild — in his pnn-r 
ciples, moderate, brave, open, gener- 
B 6 OUST 
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ous, and one who wiflied obedience t#^ 
his will, to be. the efFedt of loye rather 
than of fear. 

With thefe qualifications he was to 
manage a council compofed of nrieft^ 
jealous of his exalted fituailon, and 
poflefled of fuperior abilities, fuperior.- 
cunning, and fuperior ambition; 

Of his alfociates in the government 
of the kingdom, the moft formidable- 
was (f Dudley^ Eurl of Warwick ; he 
was "the fon of thatjDudley, a baron of 
the Exchequer, whom Henry the fe- 
venth had made his inftrument for 
extorting money from the people, and 
whom Henry the eighth for thpfe 
pradices had caufedto be beheaded 

im« 
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finmediately on ' his^ acccfllbn ta the- 
throne./ 

tj^ Young Dudley for fervices per— 
^ i formed in France, under the Duke of 

Suffolk, was knighted by Henry, and 

on the death of his father-in- law, the . 
S' I tide ofVifcount Lifle was conferred ^v 

on him, with the dignity of Lo^d 

High Admiral of England. 

Warwick had all thofe qualities 
•which the protedlor wanted— he rpof- 
feffed in a peculiar degree the art of ' 
conciliating the favour of princes ; - 
with Henry he had ingratiated him- 
felf not only by his bravery, but by 
the adlive part he took in all theplca- 
fures of a court, and by his fkill in the 
falhionajble diverfiuns of the times. 
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Proteus like, he could adopt his de- 
meanour and his converfarion to the 
various whims and caprices of his 
. mafter, and m the fame day would be 
the grave counfellor of the king, 
the diredorof a powerful naval arma- 
ment, thie hero of a tournament, and ^ 

the mirthful mafter of the revels. 

» 

He faw that implicit obedience xo ^ 
Henry, was the only method to fecure 
his favour. — That implicit obedience : 
thef-efore he payed, and that favour he 
obtained •« 

The friendfliip <^ Edward was ca- 
fily fecured, by a man of his fpecious \ 
manners ; he faw that the. young king 
i^as pious> chari>tab|^|^d "^humane ; 

his< 
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his converfation therefore breathed the 
very effcnce of thofe virtues. 

In fecuring however the efteem of 
the king, he forgot not to- conciliate 
that of the protedor^ whofe power 
neverthelefs he beheld with ah eye of 
jealoufy^ and whofe popularity he fe- 
crctly, refolved at a proper feafon to 
vndermine^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. Ill; 



E^peMon into Scotland. Trial andr 
dtdih of the froteSIor's hrotber. Coth- 
fecjuences of it. 

|-J ENRY with his dying breath, had 
cr.arged his executors to promote 
a marriage between Mary, (only child 
of Tames the fifth, of Scotland) and his 
fon Edward. In obedience to his de- 
fires the prote(5lor marched with an 
army into Scotland, in order to ufc 
-: ' force 



fercc if force fliould be feOikl nccef- 
iary. ^' The Scots were defeated at 
Pinkey, stnd perhaps the wifhes of 
Henry might have been efFeded, had 
Eot Somerfet been obliged tp refurqi 
fiiddcnly to England^ 

Warwick 'had accompanied the- 
prote<9:or into Scotland, but he had 
emiflaries in the council, who by pro- 
moting fadions againft Somerfet dur- 
ihg his abfence, undermined his power, 
and paved the way for all thefubfe*. 
qucpt niisfortunes he experienced* 

Of thofe who were the dupes ofhi$« 
a-tifice, the moflr confiderable in dig- 
nity, was LoRP SuoELY, Admiral of 
Mn^lanJ^^^nd brother of the protestor. 

War- 
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Warwick had fkidied' well his diC- 
p^firion; he had marked him to, be 
ambitious and afpiring, and thai he- 
ill- brooked the fuperiority of his bro*- 
then Thisjealoufy he failed not to- 
cherifti as riUich as poffible ; he favir 
that this conltquence would arife fron^ 
any diffentiona between them; that it: 
would either deftroy the power of the 
one, or that the woald fall a facrifice,. 
in whifhcafe alfo the intereftvof tho-^ 
protcdor would be weakened. 

The latter of thefe confcqucnce* 
fi)!k)wed; Somerfet immediately odi 
receiving intelligence of the fadions. 
formed againft him by his broriier,, 
haftened back to England. . 

Whether 
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Whether Warwick fecretly encou- 
raged the enemies of Sudely, (which 
I rather believe) or whether the pro- 
tedlor thought it neceflary to remove 
his brother out of the way, I am not 
able to afcertain, but foon after the 
retura of Somerfet various charges 
were preferred againft the admiral in 
parliament; the chief was, that he had 
attempted, on the death of his wife, 
( tbfi ^een Dowager ) to marry the 
Prince/s Elizabeiby and had alfo endca-. 
voured to t)btain the cuftody of the 

young kiug. 

f 

' Of thefe crimes he was found guilty, 
and foon after beheaded* 

The event was the moft fortunate 
that could have happened i the admi- 
ral 
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ral, as. ambitious as Warwick, would' 
have beea a formidable opponent tci: 
.his viewsi* His death therefore not . 
only removed a rival, but afforded 
him alfo an argument which at a pro^ 
per feafon might be adduced to efFedl 
the ruin of the protedor. . 

The death of the admiral was flriH 
freili in the minds of the people : War-, 
wick had' coUetfced fome other trivial 
charges againft Somerfet, and his in- 
fluence in the councir was now con- 
fiderable. This he thought the;- pro- 
jpcr feafon> and he therefore refolr- 
ed immediately to begin his at- 
tacks. A fcocffion,from the protedor 

was> 
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was immediately determined* and 
eighteen of the council, with War- 
wick at thcii: head/withdrew from 
cbuit* 
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Boifterfet ^ dkprhed of the proteffor/hip. 



•IrtiE {^h)t^(ao]r w^s thiinderftriitki 
—he had not forcfeen the attack^ 
And was unprepared to repel it. At 
lirft he endeavoured to conciliate the 
friendfliip of Warwick by kind mef- 
fages, but it was not to the intereft of 
Warwick to ift upon any terttis with 
hirA I lie rejeded dl his offers, and 
IBdsing typon the tower, fent for the 

ta^yof 
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?naydr and aldermen of the citjr, whom 
he addrefied with the fbJlowing ar- 
guments. " He Ihewcd diem that 
the prote<ftor had raifed a gfeat eftate 
at the expence of the <rown, and the 
opprefSon of the people; tUat he had 
endeavoured to procure the whole 
power into his own hands> contrary 
to the exprefs conditions on which he 
received the protedorfliipr that in 
defiance of every tit of natui-al affec- 
tion, he had figned the warrant for the 
execution of his Owft brother- that he 
had no ttiore r^ard for divine, . thart 
for human laws, inafmuch has he had 
.jdemolilhed fevcral churches to raife 
a palace for himfelfj and laftly,that he 
had intruded even into. the facred/e- 
politories of, the dead, and fcattcrcd the 
i . • bones 
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bones*, perhaps, of fome of their ^» 
ceftors into the common ftrccts and 
highways; he therefore required thcit 
adiflance to difplace him from the 
protedorlhip*" 

This fpeech, calculated to inflame the 
minds of thole to whom it was ad- 
drelTed, produced the defired efFedt s 
the mayor and aldermen promifed 
their affiftance, and iVarwick imme^ 
diately caufed a proclamation to be 
made of nearly to the fame purport as. 
hisfpeech* 

In 

♦ He had pulled dowii two churches which 
flood o4 the fcite of Sommerfet-houfe, and in 
digging the foundation ^of the palace, feveral 
bones were dug up, which were thrown cait* 
kfsljrintothefivets* . ; 
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In the mean time, Somerfet, who 
had the care of the king's perfon, i^ 
moved him to Windfor, from whence 
he made him write a letter to the city, 
defirhig one thoufand men to be armed 
in his defence : Warwick alfo fent 
toother letter requiring two thoufand 
men. The city were in a dilemma, 
and divided in opinion, the mayor and 
aldermen inclining to the fide of War- 
wick, the conunon-council to that of 
the protedpr. At length however it 
was^4?terniined that the requefts of 
hcither party (hould be cohiplied with, 
and that only a few men Ihould be 
^med for their owndefehcei 

Warwick thus difappointcd, rcfol ved 

to adopt another expedient; he fcht 

C Sir 
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-'Sir Eaward ffinkfield, czptzin of tfa6 
'guards, with a letter from the diicon* 
itented :iords to the king, ih which 
^they expreffed their loyalty to his ma-, 
jefty, and that their only intentioil Was 
to remove the duke of Somerfet from 
the protecSorfhip, for rcafons partiCu*? 
larized in the letter. 

' Young Edward had always paij 
great deference to the advice of War* 
'(vick; added to this, he had -art afec- 
tion for him : the letter therefore de- 
termined him to remove Somerfet 
from his perfon and his dignity, and to 
fend him to the Tower. 

The ^yifh of Warwick was now 
obtained — ^feyeral articles of accula- 

tion 
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lion againft the duke were diawn up> 
the chief of which was, that the office 
of protcc3:or was coirferrcd on him, 
with the exprefs condition, tha; in ail 
matters the late king*s executors fhould. 
be confulted; ihis condition he had 
violated. 

Somerfet, whether from a confci- 
oufnefs of the juftice of the charge, or 
from a knowledge of the partial and 
vindictive fpirit of his adverfaries, ac- 
knowledged himfelfguilty, and threw 
himfelf on the mercy of the king* 

In confequence of his confeffion, the 
dignity of the proteftorftiip was taken 
from him, and a great part of his 
eftate was forfeited to the crown. 

C 2 The 
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Tlic young king however, in whofe 
breaft the milk of human kindnefs 
flowed copioufly, was unable to refufe 
the requeft of Somerfet for mercy. 
He ordered him to be releafed froril 
the Tower, where he had been con- 
fined fcarce three months, and reftored 
him to all his poffeffions and honours, 
the dignity of protedtor excepted*. 

Warwick in order to add to th6 
Jiing's good opinioa of him, and ta 
ti^e the people fuppofe his late con- 
du(ft had originated folely in p^-»' 
triotic motives, conduced himfelf 
with remarkable complacency towards 
the degraded duke; his refcntmcnt 

feemed 



« 



And his palace efSomcrfet-hotfe^hich lias 
ever liacc remaiacd in -&€ poffcffioa of th« 

crown. 
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ftemed to be extinguifhed ; again he 
courted his friendfliipj and to make 
it firmer, promoted an union between 
the daughter of Spmerfet and hi& 
cldeft fon^ Lord Lifle.^ 

The marriage was celebrated with 
great magnificence, and ^ ward, over- 
joyed at the reconciliation of two ri« 
vah^ honoured the rejoicing with bi^ 
prefencc. 



CHAfk 
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Schemes of Somtxftt to reinftate him/el/ 
^ in^ the . protffforjbip. Difcovered^ 
His deaths 



■y^ ARWICK, though not nominal- 
ly, was now in fad the protcAor 
of the kingdom; he enjoyed the favour 
of the king in its utmoft extent, and 
foon after the marriage of his fon, was 
raifed to the dignity of Duks of Nor- 
thumberland, 

The 
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The fallen Somerfct, though be- 
tween- him and Northumberland, a 
firm friendlhip fecmed to exift, could 
not behold his increafing honours 
without envy: the height from which 
the latter had thrown him he never 
could forget^ and his jealoufyincreafed « 
wkh^ t^o increafing power of hj8.ad«^- 
verlaiy. . 

Somerfet was unguarded and open ? 
ia hii^ cbnverfarticMi ; he ^ poflefled am- 
bitidn, but > prudence and caution, the 
fieceflary attendants of ambition, were • 
^alities which he wanted ; he uttered '^ 
frequent exclamations, againft the ^ 
king. and Northumberland, and at." 
length relbivcd by, murdering the lat-- - 
C 4 ter, > 
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t€t to pave the way towards fe-inflpt<% 
ing himfelf in his fonner djgnity. 

Seated on the pinnacle of powei;^, 
sill were the creatures of Northumber- 
land ; to him therefore the unguaidcd. 
exclamations, of Spmerfet were c«n^, 
veyed, and his drcad&l defi^ pr^ 
vented by difcovery^. 

Northumberland immedia^tely finn* 
moned the members of the council^ 
to whom he ralated the intentions of 
Somerfet : a warrant was accordi^ly 

HTuttjii, 

^ It is faid that Nordiufiiberland employed 
]peribns to induce Somerfet to this ad^ ilk 
oj[der to bring him by a trial fo^ it to a f^^Jf. 
4«cath* N ' ' '- 
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i^ed- to apprehend him^ «id he was* 
committed ta theTcwer; leyeral ixw 
didlments, were immediately brought; 
againft btiBy fbm€ for leditious words: 
ipoken againft the king and govern* 
ment ; but the chief one was, that in 
which he was accufed of a|ire|mbling 
men at his own houfe to confuit* 
about murdering the dukeof Nonhunv. 
berland». 

On his trial, at Weftmiixfter, before 
Ae marquis of Winchcfter, who fat 
as k>rdh]gh fteward, and twenty-feven> 
geei^ he pkackd not guilty to the firft 
charges, and repelled, th^m fatisf^i^o-^ 
C ^ riJy^,, 

*Tlioiigb the murder was not committed^ yetr 
hf an aift of thit reign» the compajling the dM^ii 
4if a privy eounicUori iatdpone^ icl?^^*' 
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rUy* but confeffcd the laft;— he wa» 

fentenccd to be bcheadecU ' 

* . ' ■ 

^-^The merciful Edward hawever, was 
ftill willing to fpare his life, and for 
fome time refitted every argument 
uf<?d to induce him to fufFerthe fen- 
tencc to be put into execution, but 
Northumberland, whofe former enmity 
had returned, by the difcovery of So- 
merfet^s machinations, and who had 
cpnceived fchemes which . could iiot- 
be executed without his death, fujFered- 
no interceffion to be made for his life^ 
ajidyat kngth prevailed o» the king; 
to figh the warrant for his death, 

Somer(e| 
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^ ^^Sdmerret received tiie fatal intelli- 
gcaicc without emotion, and prepared 1 
for death without fear. , 

The manly fortitude* with which '• 
he afcended the fcafFold gained the 
hearts of the people, who exprefled ^ 
their pity and compaflion for his un- 
happy end. Before, he-fubmitted 
his head to the executioner,- he ad- 
drefled ' the beholders in a Ihort 
•'^'Ipeech, wherein he cleared hirnfetf 
of any ill defigns againft the king; 
and declared that he had made it 
the ftudy of his life to increafc the 
happinefs of the people, and to efta- 
blifli the reformed religion. The be- 
C 6 holder* 
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I;ioIders with tears and groans im^. 

niipoufly cxclaimcdj, «• It is m^ ttfifJ^^ 

He then commendied hi$ ioMlj rc^ 
heaven^ and laying his hea^i|j^n^the 
bk^^ il w^af|;£byeredftomhis^t^^ 



Civile. 
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Xkf miitms defi$fts of Nprthiiflnl»em 

HTHE death of Somerfct left Noi;- 
thumberland without a mal| 
though poffefle^ of pewer little infe- 
sioV to kings, his diefires were uniatiC> 
iBed» and he conceived ichemes iBore 
clcYated tluoi had evfr entered into 
the mind of any fubjed; he wilhed 
tibAt the kini^om ihould be fs^ytxwA 
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bf ^his defcendants, and that future 
monarcbs fhould deduce their origia i 
ixom hiiru 

Of alLthe a^ons of his Kfe, none- - 
proved him to be more worthy of thd t 
character of a confummated politician, . 
than the plan he concerted for the ac- ^ 
compliftiment ofhis wiflies. 

Mary^ Ihould Edward die without : 
iffue, was nominated his fucceflbr : It 
xequjirecl very little penetration, anc| 
no depth of reafoning, to conclude tha^ 
from a furious bigot to the Roiyiifti reli-r 
gibiij^ one who profeffed the principles 
of the reformation,^ and was Edward*s 
prime minifter, wjould receive veiy 
little faVoun Independent however 

of 



^ 
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of thefe objedions, (in themfclvcs ne- 
verthelefs fufficient) Northumberland 
had been the chief caufe of citing 
Mary before the privy-council: to an- 
fwer certain queftions concerning her 
religion ; this he was very well con- 
vinced fhe never would forgive. 

All his blooming honours, all his 
vaft views, his ambitious projeiSs 
would expire with the afcenfion of 
Mary to the throne;, her therefore, he 
. rcfolved to ufe every endeavour, and 
every art to exclude. 

The. mightjr idea wa$ not the idea 
of a day; it had long occupied hipat- 
tcittion, and produced at length a 

fcJ^eme 
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fchcme vrhidi was the fi:H(^e of a: 
laafter. 

The Suffolk family^ was otm: ofltb^. 
npbleft in the kingdom ; their defcent 
lyas (}ef ived firom Kings^ and thai: der 
fcent was a lipcaji ope ^the marquis. oC 
Dorfet had married the laft furvivor 
ojf that family; his friendftiip therc- 
fope it was indifpenfibly ncceflary to 
his views to conciliate; the tftl^ of 
duke of Suffolk, which on the deaths 
of the father of Dorfefs wife had been 
cxtinil,wa5 through' the interccfllon of 
NorthymberJand witfe^ Edward; con;- 
ferred on the marquis. To cement 
more clofely the friendlhip that (ub^ 
lifted between them, Northumbcr- 
l^d ^ropofed an union between^ one 
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of his fons and Suffolk's cldcft daugh* 

^cr; the propofal was acceded to with 

cagernefs, and Lord Guilford Dudley^ 

#■ 

his fourth fon^ was immediately united 

to Lady Jane Grejr, Suffolk's eldeft 
^aughterj, ^ young Udy of the pioljl 
brilliant aqcomplifhments ; nor was 
this all.— It W9S neceflary to his views 
chat his conne6:ipnjs {hould be as exm 
tenfive aspoflible; his own daughter 
therefore, Catherine Dudley, he gave 
in marriage to Lord Haftings, ddefi; 
ion ta the Earl of Huntingdon, and 
promoted an union between Lord 
CardiiFe (for whofe father he had prcu 
cured the title of Earl of Pembroke) 
and Lady Catherine Grey, the fecond 
, (jbughter of the Duke of Suffolk. ^ 
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By alliances, Northumberland had- 
riow fecured the fupport of fonie of 
the firft families ; the intereft of others 
he endeavoured at the fame time ta 
enfure, by adts of kindncfs, and con- 
defcending complacency { and having 
thus fornt\ed a ilrong phalanx in his 
fevour he began the operations. .. 



/..-.'. K . .. 



yi n . , .i .J , 4-- • i. . , 



CHAR' 



f 



Jane griy. «|| 



CHAP. VII. 



^e execution £/*NorthumberIand^« i^ 
fiffis.' ExcluJionofMldiXY. 



I7DWARD was in.a declining ftate 
of health, and therefore in a fit 
ftate of mind to receive the imprefc 
Cons of the artful and politic Northum-. 
berland. ^ 

In the prefenccof the king he would 
now pftcn appear melancholy and un* 
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^afy; figh fometimes deeply, and thc» 

turn afide fecraingly to conceal th?^ 

diforder of his mmd. 

I 

Edwaofd rem^dced this alteration in; 
the deportment of his favourite, and 
preffed hini to diCciofe the caufe* 

. Northamberland for a loBg time 
refufed; at length appearing only to 
be prevailed upon by the intreaties 
of his monarch, he complied witlj 
his requeft^ He began by confeffing 
that when he b^eki His Majefty's ill 
health, and reflected on. the confe* 
quences that would enfue^ fliould he 
fall a vidlim to the diforder, he was 
filled with the deepeft concern. His 
Majcfty^ he faid» knew that his fiftes 

Mai;yj^ 
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Mary was to fuccecd him in the 
throne ; he could not alfo be ignorant 
of her attachiKlentto the Roman Catho- 
lic religion. In the moft glowing co- 
lours he then proceeded to paint to his 
hnagination the flaughter and havock 
Aat would enfue when flie attempted^ 
(«s flic certainly would) to lead the 
people back to the ancient faith. 
The recital filled Edward with the 
mod poi^ant uneaflnefs, and the tears 
fell copioufly down his checks. 

Northumberland proceeded. * 

He infinuated, that Henry had eit- 
tertained no doubt of his Majefty 
having iflUe, elfe he would not have 
nominated Mary, whom he knew to 

be 
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be fo attached to that religion which 
he had thought fit to abolifh ; he aC ' 
ferted, that it was the duty of ever/ 
king who loved his people, to put the 
kingdom in fuch a ftate, that at his 
death, neither the religion, nor the 
laws, might receive any injury from 
his fucceffor;'this his Majefty could 
txet do,' if he fuffered the crown to de-^ 
fcend to Mary. 

In excluding her however he could 
not injuftice nominate his younger 
fifter Elizabeth, becaU^fe the rights of 
both were equal, and the claims of the 
one depended upon thofe of the other. 

The young queen of Scots ftood 
the next in fuccallidn, but the law of 

England 
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Fnglahd excluded her biecaufe ihe wai 
an alien , or foreign born. 

No one therefore remained who 
could claim a right to the crown but 
the dutchefs of Suffolk, whofe eldeft 
daughter. Lady Jane, was by her birth 
and accomplifliments bed qualified to 
fucceed him. 

This fpeech produced all the fuc- 
cefs Northumberland defired ; it was 
calculated to imprcfs Edward with an 
idea of the damage of the reformed re- 
ligion would receive from the fucceffion 
of Mary, and it is not therefore to be 
wondered that he confented to ex- 
clude his fillers, Mary and Elizabeth^ 
from the fucccflion in favour of Lady 

Jano 
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Jane Grey. A will for that purpofe 
was accordingly drawn up, and fub« 
mitted to the council^ who unaniniouC- 
ly gave their alfent and figned it*. 



* It inuft be recollcftcd that the fole govcrA- 
aient of the kingdom was in the oooneil ; theit 
aflent to any meafure was therefore fufEcient^ 
anid rendered an adl of parliament to explad^ 
Mary, and fettle the crown on Jane^ ttBOfeceflai^'w 
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G H A P. VIIL 



Di/cuJJion of the claims of Mary ani 
Lady Jane. 



T Come now to the difcuffion of the 
claim of Mary, and to the defence 
of the pretenfions of Lady Jane^ in 
the profecution of which I Ihall ba- 
nifh from thy raind the means ufedby 
Northumberland to exclude Mary 
from the fiicccffion/ as entirely foreign 
D to 
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to a fair inquiry into the ^mctits of 
their fcparate claims- 
It may be curious to obfervt the 
eondudofhiftbrians, who criathoured 
with the virtues or accotnpiiflwnents 
of fome bold ufurper, have ifi the 
recital of his atchievments, forgofeert 
to mention, or only flightly touched 
Upon the dcfe(£k in his^tiile to th« 
throne. 

With gfeatt feboiir they hate erf* 
•deavourcd to varnifli over the dfefedl 
in- the ' claim of Henry the feventh, 
whofc adions deferved^ it muft'be Con-* 
fcffed, the gratitude of his country^ 
and the applaufe rtf the people; but on 
defcanting on hir claiin in a legal 

view. 
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MtW, we ihuft exclude thefc from our 
Conlideration, and Gonfequently pro- 
nounce his prctcniions unworthy of 
the finallcft notice : becaufe when he 
afcended tke throne, one yet livedj 
the Earl of. Warwick, fon of the duke 
df Clarence, whofc right was unqucf- 
tionable, and to whom no objedion 
could be made. 

But the contention is nbt with 
Henry, but between Lady Jane Grey, 
and Mary ; the former traced her de- 
fcent frdw Edward the fourth, in the 
following mariner, 

Elizabeth, cldeft daughter of Ed- 
ward, was married to Henry the fe- 
verith. ^ 

D 2 Their 



:p tHE HiStORt Of 

Their ifluc were Arthur, who diej 
•at fifteen years of a ge — - 

Henry, who fucceeded to the 
throne, ■■ 

Edmund, who died at five year? 
ofage,-- — ^ 

Margaret, who married firft, JameiS 
the fourth, king of Scotland; and after 
his death, Douglas, Earl of Angusi 
from which fccond marriage, defcend^ 
cd Henry, Lord Darnley, who married 
Mary, Queen of Scots. - 

Elizabeth, who died young ^^—^^ 

^Maiy 



JANE GREY. S9 

Mary, firft married to the King of 
France; afterwards to Charles Brandon, 
Dkike of Suffolk. 

Their iffuc were three fons, who 
died young, itnd Francis married to 
' the Marquis of Dorfej, afterwardi 
Duke of Suffolk- ^ 

Their iflue were three daughters, > 
of whom Lady Jane Grey was the- 
cideft. 

Mary on the other hand was the 
cideft daughter of iHenry the eighth; 
;ind appointed • fucccflbr to Edward; 
thefe are the foundations of her claim 
to the throne: the merits of which I 
prepare to difcufs. 

D3 Icon- 
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I cxMifefs that I have always enter- 
tained doubts of the legitimacy of 
Mary's Birth, for the following rea- 
fons, in which 1 ftiall be under the ne- ^ 
ceflity of entering into a difcuifion of 
' that which for a number of years en« * 
gag^d the attention of Europe^ em^ 
ployed the abilities of the learned, and 
fapped the foundation* of popery. 

It 1$ well known that Catherine, the 
mother of Mary, was married to Ar- 
thur, the ddeft fon of Henry the fe- 
vcnth, whofe wife Ihe continued five 
months, and that after his death (he 
married the brother of hcrfirft huC 

band, 

* The condua of the Pope in this affair of the 
divorce, made Henry refolve to curtail Jii» 
power in England ; the fuppreffion of the religi* 
ou« houfes jgave the firft blow to popery. 
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fiaid, afterwards Henry the eighth, 
fcr which the difpenfation of the Pope 
was obtained* 

The churchmen^ were the firft v^o 
^mtertained doubts of the validity of 
the fccond marriage^ by which they 
conceived the cxprefs commands of 

God t to have been violated. Henry 
being informed of their doubts> wilhed 
the fubjed: to be difcuffed J and fcnt 
D 4 w-' 

♦PoLVirjU. HaU. 

. i Lev. zviii. 6, 16. St. Bafil'^ opioioit alfo * 
thrcateniiigexcommaDicatioii to any peifoa who 
Ihall many th<^ wife of his brother. 

t The King fpraking to the Biihop of Bath. 
canceraing his marriage* faid,, 5' Ifthebul| for 
my marriage be noughe, let it be fo declared ; 
if good, it (hall oever be broken by ^ev'^ 
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to all the Univerfities in Europe fbf 
their opinions. The Pope, to whom in 
thofe days all matters in religion were 
referred, granted a commiflion to the 
cardinals, Wolfey and Campejus,. /« 
bear the caufe*. The chief point on 

which 

♦ It Ihould feem however, as if tke Pope had 
, been prcviqufl.y convinced of ihe illegality of 
the marriage by the following poUicitatiom 
granted to the Cardinals. 

l>0LtiCltATIO* 

Cum nos Clemens, divina providentia ill ins 
nominis papa feptimus modjernas^ JufiTiTlAM 
ejus caufae. perpendentesj quam chariflimus ih 
Chrifto filius nofter Henkicus, oftavus Angliae 
Kex illuftris, Fidei Defcnfor, et Dux Hibernian, 
de ejus matiimoniinollitate, tanquam notoriuin, 
publicum et famofum apud nos expofuit quod 
cum chariffima in Chrifto filia noflra Catherina 
nulliter Sc de fad^o contraxifTe ic confirmafTe ^ 
affirmat, leges tarn divinas quam humanas, ia 
ca parte notorie tranfgredicndo, &c. 
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whteh witnefles were examined, was the 
confummatioa of the marriage be- 
tween Catherine and Arthur, her firft 
hlifband ; this was proved by the evi- 
dence of* the Dutchefs of Norfolk, 
the Countefs of Effex, and Lady Fitz- 
waterf. Even the Queen's counfel- 
Ds lor. 
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'* We Ckment, hy divine providence, tbe/t<ventb 
Fdpe' of that name, confidering the Justice of> 
that-caufe (a notorious and public thing) *whicb 
Henry the eighth. King of England, defender of 
thefmith, and Lord of Ireland, hath made kno^n 
to us concerning the illegality of a marriage which 
be affirms himjelf to baVe contraBfd, anddefaSo' 
cotifummafednuitb Cattjerine, our dearef daughter 
in Cbrift, thereby notorioufly tranfgrjtjftng divine: ' 
and human laivs, &c.'' Re c o r ds i ri^^ H E COT^ 

TONIAN COLLECTION.^ 

♦ Records. Spelraan, 

+ The proof of the confuinmation rendered th« 
difpeRfation ©f the* Pope for tiie marriage with 
Henry void^ becaufe the words of the difpenfa-- 

tioa- 
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lor Wajloam^ ArcHbiftiop df Canter- 
bury, confcjTcd on the trial, that he 
approved not of the fecond marriage, 
beeaufc it was contrary to the law of 
God. The Queen's appeal to the 
Pope, however prevented judgment 
being given, and the cardinals were 
forced to adjpurn th^e court. The tri- 
vial cxcu&s and intrigues of the Pope*, 
convinced Henry that no bill of ci^ 
vorce would ever, be granted ; the af- 
fair 

tiO!i,«re#V/y^^« t^gnittm — I mention this only 
that thofe who think the difpenfation of any cg|I-. 
Sequence, mzj fee that^efe words made it noil. 

? Henry had been informed that Campajcig 
Jyf the cardinal had bronght a bull for the divorce 
over wich him, but that the Pope unwilling to 
cli^leafe the Emperor, commanded him not to 
prefent it ; the fubfequent delays at home ia the 
affatr wete owin^ to the ikme i^aufe. 
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,£dr was therefore fubiiiitttd to the 
parlisHiient. SJr Thomas M^e, hovd 
Chancellor, with twelve Peers of* the 
realm*, informed the houfe, that Hi« 
Majefty had received the opinions of 
feveral Univerfities-j", all agreeing in 
this point, T&aS the brother ^iy the law of 
God^ cannot marry the rdi£t of hishr other ^ 
And thai the difpfnfation of the Pope for ^ 
ihe marriage was unwarrantable^ his Ho^ 
Unefs not being able to difpet^e with the . 
iawofGod* 

The parliament therefore pafled ati 

a6t declaring the marriage to be illegal^ 

D 6 and 

* Records. 

+ Vii. Thofe of Oxford, Cambridge, Or- 
leans, Paris, Arijou, Borgos, Bologna, Padua^ 
and Tho^loufe* " , 
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and the prodifce of it to be illegiiimatei 
it cannot be denied that Mary now 
was diverted of every claim to the - 
fucceflion. 

Perhaps it may be alledged in an* 
fwcr to this, that a jpofterior ad: of par- 
liament, fettling the* crown on her in 
cafe of failure of iffue by Edward, 
rendered the prior ad void. ^ 

t prepare to difcufs that in the en- 
filing chapter. 
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CHAP. IX. 



A cmtinuation of the di/cujjion. 



A FTERthe birth pf Edward, Henry 
wiflicd to fettle the fucceflion to 
the crown ; the tender age of his fon 
induced him to provide a fueceflbr te 
him fhould he die before he qame of 
age, or without iffue. With thefc 
fentiments he caft his eye on- Mary 
and £lizabeth»U)yB«i|g^ they had been 

both 



^^ THE HISTORY OF 

both (Jeclared illegitimate, yet he knew 
that the parliament would not dare to 

' difobey him even if he- required them 
to pafs an aft direftly contradiftory to ^ 
any former one I previous however to 
his wiihes being fubmitted to parlia- 
ment, he Xent feveral articles to Mary 
to fign, the purport of which were 
that fhe Ihould maintain the ftatutes 
of the realm, anddsny the power and 
the Supremacy c^the Pope. Mary con- 

' fented to fiibfcribe them, and the par- 
liament immediately paffed an aft in 
which fhe was nominated fuccefibr to 
^Fdwari .. 

fc fpUojes, thfapoif courfe that if 
ll^ary: qou^ed, fwt ^^to abjure the 

Roman 
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Roman Catholic faith, or to abide by 
theprovifions*,of the adl which be- 
flowed the crown on her, (he rendered ' 
it null and void, ^nd confequently re- 
ftored to the firft ad: of parliament, de- 
claring her birth illegitimate, its ori- 
ginal power. 

But were I for the fake of argument 

to allow the marriage of Catherine and 

Henry to be legal, 1 cannot but fuppofe 

I that there might be reafons powerful 

enough to juftify Edward in exclud* 

ing Mary from the fycceffion. The 

,. difference between the eftablifhed re- 

jv ligion of the kingdom, and that which 

Mary 

• The provifions were to the {amc poipoft aa 
the aiti^9ks which Mary figaed. 
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Mary profeffed, will be found a realbn' 
fufffciently weighty *. 

The claim of Elizabeth depended 
in a gireat-' mcafure ori the claim of » 

Mary." 

" Mary, Queen of Scots, who preceded 
Jane Grey, could- not fucceed unlefs 
an ad of parliament had been repeal- . 
cd excluding any one foreign born* 
from the throne; befides, the fame- 
objedion may be made to her ia 
refped to her religious opinions, as to. 
Mary. 

No 

• The attachment of James the fecond to the 
Roman Catholic religiom is deduced fand with 
great propriety) as a juflification for the revo^i 
lut>on. 



No fuch objedions however, could 
be made to Jane Grey. 

Her dftfcent was unqueftioned ; Ihe 
vas neither foreign born, nor did fhc 
profefs a different religion to that cfta^. 
bliflied by adt of parliament* 

I have thus adduced my opinion of 
the legality of Mary's pretenfions, and 
have laid before the world thofe reafons^ 
-^ yirhich lead mc to pronounce the clain* 
of Mary to be inferior to that of Ladf 
Jane Grey. 



CHAP* 
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. C H A R X^ 



Tbi thara^it tf Lady Jane Grcy,t 



JJISTORIANS, whitevcr difficulty^ 
£hey have in allowing the juftice 
of Lady Jane's claim to the crown, 
find none in admitting the propriety of 
her prctenfions to every accomplifh- 
ment of perfon>and every endowment 
of mind. In the lo velinefs of one» and 
the beauties of the t)ther, wc forget 
the luftre of her birth, bccaufe that 

birth 
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birth received new brilliancy from her 
accompUihrnents.. 

From' the earlicft infancy Ihe dif* 
covered an inclination for retirement 1 
ibnd of a fecluded life, it waa her wiih 
to have facrificed the pofTeflion of 
greatnefs arid grandeur, to the enjoy- 
ment of a iefs dignified, yet not lefs 
pleafing walk of life, to the difcharge 
of the focial duties, and to the pur« 
fuit of knowledge : but her wifhes were 
denied; dragged from the4x)fomof 
retirement to unexpeded honours; 
from the vale of contemplation to the 
ftcep hill of royalty, (he feemed to af- 
cend it with a convi^ioo that her feat 
upon it would be ihort and infecuret 

and 
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aud predi(rced that the crown would bt 

to her but a crown of thorns. 

At an early age by intenfe applica- 
tion flic had made herfelf well ac-* 
quainted with the Latin tongue,, and 
hnew fomething of the Greek. In 
'theological difputation (the wifdom 
of thofe times} flie was particular ex-7 
cellent, and' feveral pieces written by 
her were much admired. ' ^ - , 

To thefe accompliflimcnts of the 
iftind were added, in a no lefs cmi* 
nent degree the more valuable qualfe- 
fic-ations of the heart ; flie was humble, 
pious, and 'humane; poflefled of great ^ 
filial obedience, and uncommon forti- 

tudc;. 
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tude; in her religion was ftcady, in her 
fufferings refigned. 

Such, fuch was j«ine Orey, fuperiof 
to all in virtue, in knowledge, in. for-* 
tow^ and in misfortunes^ 



CHAP. 
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Death ^Edward* 



^Tp H US fat the defigiis of Nor* 
thtimberland had been crowned 
"tvith the utnlbflr fucceft ; that how- 
ever which makes others carelefs, ferv- 
ed but to incf eafe his caution* Penc<- 
trating and able to difccm the conft- 
queoces of human events, he faw it 
would require that fort of reafoning. 
V not 
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not very wcli adapted to the compre- 
hcnfion of the people, to perfuade them 
that'thc fucceffion of Lady Jane >;v'0uld 
riot be illegal, and that confequently 
I Mary might be able in a moment to 
Waft all his deep laid fchemes, and 
turn the fcale in her favour* 

The perfon of Mary therefore he 
refdlved to fccure, and for that per- 
ppfe difpatchcd a letter from the coun- 
cil, requiring her attendance on the 
King, whoielieahh d«diiled daily, aad 
who wifbed to fee htjf. 

The policy of Northumberland wis 
aw. iU.ju4gedi Mary prepared to 

obey 



\j^ I 
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obey the intreaties of the council* j 
She had not however compleated ,half 
her journey before Ihe received inteU 
ligence of Northumberland's defigns^ 
which immediately determined her j 
inftead of proceeding on her jour* *^ 
Xity tb return to her leat at Hovefdeni 
this alone faved her and ruined Nor- 
thumberland. 

By her n6t obeying the jfuminonS, 
the latter faw that (he either fufpeded 
or had difcovered his intentions ; how 
it was unneceflary now to endeavour 
to develope, and too late to remedy^- 

.< Edward's diforder incrcafed; the ' 
power of iriedicine became ineffec- 
tual; 
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tual; his fpecch left him, and on 
the fixth qf July, 1553, he died*. 



* Hiftorians Kave imputed his death to Nof- 
thamberland, for what reaibn I am ata lofs to dif- 
cover, except that they are unwilling to permit 
the meafure of his crimes to be iroperfe^ and 
incomplete. 



t CHAP. 
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C H A R XII. 



Proclamation of Lady Jane. JSfivity 

of Mary. 



I 

\ 



rpHE full fuccefs, or the total diC. 

appointment of Northuniber- 
land's elevated defigns was now not 
fardiftant* 



Immediately on the demife of Ed* 
ward, he ufurped th6 place of prefix 
dent of the council, and feiidiBg for 

the 
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the mayor and aldermen of the city^ 
informed them that ^Ke ^king was 
dead, and by his. will had appointed 
the eldeft daughter of the Dutchcfs of 
Suffolk to fucceed him. 

The oaths of allegiance were then' 
tendered and taken. 

♦ 
The young Queen employed in the 
difcharge of the duties of a private 
life, and engaged in purfuing her fa- 
vourite ftudies, was ignorant, of thefe 
proceedings in her favour, and when 
informed ^f them by Northumberland 
and her father, burft into tears. 

** Alas/* {he exclaimed, " whv heap 

thefc honours upon me? 1 defiJre them, 

£2 Ide^ 
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1 defcrve theifi not ; fuffer me, my good 
parents, to refufe the crown^ it will 
\k to mebi|t ;gL,crown of thorns.'* 

Surprised as was NQjPthumberland 
at this refufal of the higheft of all 
earthly honours, it was not his inten^ 
tjon to comply with her requcft. By 
the moft perfuafive arguments, -and 
her father's commands, Ihe \^as how- 
ever at length from motives of filial 
obedience induced to accept the pro- 
fexred grandeur- 

Her hard acquiefcence thus ob- 
tained, ftie was in\me4iately in veiled 
with the infignia of royalty^ condu<fled 
in great ftate to the Tower, and de- 
clared C^een of England,^ by which 

titlcf 
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Mt (he Was alio proclaimed by found; 
of trumpet through the capital. 

M^ty in the meait tune loft not m 
moment;, hftftching to her feat of 
Kenning Hallyin Norfolk, (he took upon-^ 
htrfjAf the name of Queen, and on the 
ninth of July wrote a letter to the 
cduncil^ commanding them to pro* 
tlmttk h^r Queen i^Efigknd, in obedi^ 
ihc% tb Ihe nKfl of her fothcr. The 
wuiK:il retmrticd in anfwer that her^ 
- kiitlt being iikgitimato diey eotild not 
acknoiftrkd^ her tide, infoi ming her - 
at the fame time that the will of his , 
late Majeftjr excluded her from the: 

thcpncv. 

Ex That 
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. That AVhicl^ ihe colild not prevail, 
oa the council to do by words,, flie 
prepared to efFeft by force, and by 
vigorous endeavours coUedled an ar- 
my of near forty thouland men* 

Nor was Northumberland idlcj an 
army of eight thou fand. foor/and two 
thoufand hdrfe wai immtdmt^ly af-^ 
Xembed» the command of Mvhich WM r 
at firft offered to the Duke of Suffolk. 
The young Queen however would not 
perniit her father to accept it| ond it 
was conferred on Northumberland. 

It was now for the firfl time that he 
feemed to entertain doubls of the fuc* ' 
cefs of his defigns. In his fpeech to ; 

the 
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the council, previous to his departure, 
he endeavoured to make them feiifible . 
of the danger of the enterprize, and of 
the neceflity of their firm fupport to^ 
his meafures. 

With the mod pointed aflurances ^ 
of the ieal of the council in the caufe ' 
of the fpung Qii^^^» ^^ ^^ length took - 
upon himfelf the command, ^ and de- 
parted from London. His former ' 
alacrity now fecmed to have focfaken * 
himj inftcad of haftening to meet 
Mary, before fhe could coUedl a fuf- • 
ficie^t number of forces, to oppofe ' 
him, and by a decifive blow deciding : 
the .fate of his fchemes, he marched ^ 
ilowly and deliberately,* an^ as if he . 
. £4 .^ were. - 



I 
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vrcre returning from conqucft, rathet 
thatn haftening to battle, v 

Mary took advantage of this inert* 
^cf^, and col^ded a more than fufilcU 
cnt force to oppofc him. 



CHAE 
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^ 



f 



CHAR xiir: 



Fhilure of Northumberland's rf^^i/^j 
Depqfiiion oj Jane. . AcceJ^tm.ofMaiXj^^ . 



1\7 HEN I confider the chirafter of ^ 
Nbrthumberland, I cannot ; 
impute hi§ prefent condud to timidity, . 
leather think thathe doubted the fide- - 
lity of his army, and the ftcadinefs of 
thecouncih 

And in this fuppofition I amjufti-i 
fiedby the confeiquences. 

E 5 Four : 
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Four thoufand of his army, com- 
manded by the brother of the Earl of 
Huntingdon, went over to Mary, and 
reduced his army to fix thoufand^ 

The council alfo immediately af-. 
terwards deferted the miKappy Queen, . 
and declared for Mary. 

All the deep laid fchemes of Kor- 
thura^oriand were, now blafted and 
ruined ; difpirited by this laft intelli- 
geace he difbanded his army, and re- 
turning to Cambridge, proclaimed 
M^ry himfelf in the Market Place, 
Queen of England. 

Bur Mary who defpifed him now 
as much as (he before hated him, re- 

folved 
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folved that he (hould not by this con- 
temptible acSrion fliicld Tiim from her 
vengeance ; he was therefore arrefted 
by the Earl of Arundel, at whofe fceP 
he condefcended to requeft his inter- 
ceflioii with the Queen, and was con- ' 
veycd immediately to the ToMcr. 

In* the breaft of the unfortunate 
Jane, the failure of the dcfigns in her' 
favour occafioned no ftnfations pf for- 
ro\V. When the Duke of Suffolk in- 
formed her. that her reign was at an 
end> ** Heaven knows, my father," 
(he laid, " with what gladnefs I rr fign 
a crown which I never fought to 

wear/' 

« 

E 6 • With 
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With fenfations of real fatisfa<5lion 
ihe returned to a life of retirement, 
and to thofe ftudies which fhe had 
quitted but with Teludtancc. 

Mary> who had now no enemy to 
encounter, advanced to London^ where 
flie was proclaimed Queen of England, 
and took peaceable poffeffioh of the 
throne. 

I ftiall now enter into a confidera- 
tion of the reafons to which Mary was 
indebted for her rapid * fucceis, and 
her bloodlefs acceffion to the throne. 

• Ten days after the 4eath of Edwaid, Maiy '» 
claim was allowed. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



• 'T'HE imfodudioii.of a new fyftoHi 
OK novel opinions, but more pwew 
HCttkrly th(^ which relate to feligioa^ 
is not ei&^ed without difficol^, and 
the cftabUfiunent <tf Aem racd^ 
compldtod' widuKit idw dKifio» of 
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It required as defpotic a monarch 
a& Henry the.cighth, to pave the way 
for the introdudioa. of'the reform-*, 
ation. 

[n the hiftory of that glorious work,' 
however, it will Be difcovered that tri- 
vial praife is due to Henry. 

In the early part of his reign for 
writing againft Luthef, he received ': 
the title of defender of the faith ; dif- 
pleafed afterwards with the Pope*^ he 
rcfolved to curtail his power. In the 
twenty-fixth year of his reigri, a vifita- ' 
tion is appointed? to the different reli- 
gious houfiBi in the kingdom^themon*^ 

ftrous ' 

f For not snuit9g him a bull of divorce* 
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ftrous enormities difcovcred in them 
are related to the people. In the mo- 
ment that their paffions are inflamed,, 
and their refehtment kindled, monaftries 
and abbeys are fupprefled, and their, 
treafures and revenues feized by Hen,. 
ry*; from this condufl many dr^w 
this inference, that the Roman Ca«)lic 
faith was to be abolilhed. The confe- 
quences however, convinced theni 
they were miftaken; the haughty 
Henry would neither pay that com- 
pliment to Luther to adopt, his, tenets, 
npr w6uld he on the other hand gra- 
fify the Pope by patronizing the doc- 
trines 

♦ Henry had two eonfeqa^ces i^ view by *- 
the fuppreifion of thefe hoafes ; one, to hamhie 
the PopCf the other» that the treafures found in 
them would enable him to profecute his plea- . 
fpree^ without kayiog lecourfe to the pcoplct 
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trines of the Rom^n Catholic faith;- 
each religion was therefore at the fame 
time the objedl of his refenttnent, and 
Lutherans atid Roman Catholics fuf 
fered equal perfccutions. The poC-- 
terior publicatimi of that flratute juftly 
denominated bloody, left the people 
ill thcnTame uncertainty ♦ with refped:-' 

ta ' 

*^lluther wrote a^aihft the authority of the' 
Voj^y denying Aat it was lawful for him to 
grant indulgences, and that the body ef Chrsft 
^s really prcfent in the facrament. Henry 
zgfttiiti thefirf ptttttt wi til Luther, but not in . 
the kft i tbe people wem therefore in this con- « 
out fifuation after the publication of this ftatute. 
The ftHtirfe ifeqttit^, tiat fh Kh^Jhouhthe isr-^ 
hnuwkdged fufremt biod of the church: that no 
more hulls finuU hi bought,^ and that no appeal 
fiiouJd ho madi to thi Pope : with thefe requifilions - 
t^ Rom&n £atho!fe»cdt)fd not comply. 

it ftated alfo iHidK thofe itroobi be ccndeiiined 
fcA If^reticliis, flfid be bcrrtit, D(!id>ftdafd mdn« 
taiil^ that tU hij ^Chitfivit^nQt Uattj frefint 
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to religion, no one being able to de- 
tefmine by the articles of it, whether 
the Roman Catholic religion was to 
beabolifhediorthe reformatbn to be 
intiodiiced.- 

Edwftrdi the fuccelTor of Henry, 
mid the protestor Somerfet, were both 
attached to the reformed religion; by 
that endeavours the great work was 

I^ro* 

m tBeficramgfUf and tidi aurkiUr emfiffim tioar 
wmfO^mrj^ With thei« coioniafi^fiy the Protcft- 
anu could not comply ; therefore to hjtye efcaped 
parfectftion^ it was abfohtely neceflkry to be of no 
xeUgion at all. To Henry, however, die idbixiK 
ation owe$ this; that by fupprefling abbeys fnd 
ooaonafbries, and by curtailing the power of the 
Popei he laid a feundatioxi for demoliihiagthf 
Roman Catholic religion, and enabled Edward 
and Blizabeith to profecutei and at leng^ to 
complete the xcformation* 



^ THE HISTORY OF 

profecutcd with vigour, and. Conw 
pleated. ' 

The protecftorfhip of Somerfct;. haw- 
ever, was but.ftiort, the reign of Edward 
not long : Neverthelefs, the Roman 
Catholics were not idle, . though they 
Uiade no great efforts toreftore their re** 
Ugion, f^r two reafons i the one, becaufe^ 
the tender fickly conftitution of £d^^ 
Mrard promifed no long reign i the 
Qtherr becaufe Mary was named his. 
focceflbr, whofe religious principles 
they knew to be in their ifavour, even . 
to enthufiafm. 

On the death of Edward,- it was fccn 
tbap.the ancient religion of the king^. 

dem- , 
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dom had (if I may ufc the term) been 
only dunned, not murdered. The 
Roman Catholics ever fufpicidus, and 
therefore always'* upon their guards 
thaughsthey did not expedt that Mary 
would be excluded, immediately rofc 
in her favour to the amount of forty 
tfeoufatld 5 they f efolved either to fet 
her m the thront^e^^lor^ their Uvei* 

The Proteltants more moderateiand 
always more forbearing^ faw tt^at it 
vrould be in vain to oppofe thenu 
as they were fupported by all the 
Roman Catholic powers in Europe i 

befidesj Northumberland, the fup« 
porter of Lady Jane, had by his vices 
rendered bimfelf odious to' them. 

Tha 
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to be maintained by perfecutioHj and 

by blood. 

To thcfe caufes therefore do I attri* 
tiutethe fuccefs of Mary, and on thefe 
grounds 1 am led to affert that her 
quick and eafy acceflion is not to be 
charged to the goodnefs of her claim, 
buttp the religious principles Ihe pro-, 
fefled, fooppQfitc to thofeof hcrtom- 
pctitor. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 



Ti&^ trial and fentence pajfed on Nor- 
thumberland. 



igCARCE had Mary afccnded the 
throne . when (he refolved by the trial 
and execution of Northumberhnd, to 
ftiake her feat upon it firmer and more 
fccure* 

On the eighteenth of Auguft, he 
Was arraigned at Wcftminfter Hall, 

with 



\ 



h 
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with his elded fon^ and the Marquis 
of Northampton. 

Indifferent indeed woiJd have been 
his knowledge of the human hearty 
had iie. cxpefted to have received an 
equitable difcuflion from men, in 
whofe breafts not only envy ind pre* 
]udice were deeply rooted, but whole 
favour with their new fovereign was 
to be obtained folely by their zeal 
ftnd a^vity in bringing him to pu« 

I ilop not hore to difc^nt ^ ^ 
tondud of Northumberland, but there 
ftems to me to be three objeftions tot 
liJs being tried at liii^ 

•Pirft^ 



1 
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Firft, Whether a man adting in obe- 
dience to the will of his Sovereign^* 
Could be charged with high treafpn ? 
Secondly, Whether having obeyed the 
warrant of the privy council, to which 
the great feal had been annexed, could 
be denominated treafon ? And laftly. 
Whether thpfc from whom he had re- 
ceived 'his commands, being equally 

: culpable with himfelg could fit as his 

1 judges? 

j - 

Northumberland fuggefted the fc- 

cond and third objedlions, but was 

told generally, that the great feal, un- 

F . . der 

• The Earl of Lciccfter in the reign of Elizt- 
beth, evaded an examination ioito his manage* ^ 

iBcnt of affairs in Holland, by faying that he | 

had a3ed in obedience to private ioftruAioiu 
Itcciyed &oa the Qgeeni 



1 
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•der which he adted, was that ot ail 
ufurper, and could be no warrant foe 
hipii and that tio attainder being upon 
teeord againll thofe of whom he con^ 
plained^ the kw deemed them not bl4 
competent to be his jodg^ 

!Ffeving .thus felt the pulfesbf his 
peers, and finding no favourable fymp* 
' tomsjhe pleaded guilty to the charges 
againfl hittt, and received fintence of ' 
death, 

. The attibitfoit of Nbttfiumberfind 
tras not of that kind wRiCtt impetf 
its wtaTics topurfee-tifeirinrentibiw 
with fortitude, and not, to forfake 
thdK& 

'tai' t£e M fife br<«)d lingers Uirouj^tt^ vpiA^;. 



u 



i 
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Ifc pdtftook mher df that fpecicg 
^hfdr acquires perlevcrance only bf 
fuccefs, and the ardour of 'N^hich itt 
incrvated, and at lerigth totally de-^ - 
ftroyed by difappointmenr. 

When he found diat all his fchemej^ 
1*NWe Warfbd, his projecT:& ruined; — 
when he beheld the fmall fpace that 
,tay between futurity and him, his 
mean heart dilated to him to endea- 
vour to preferve his^ life, by degrading 
toaccfli'ons to Mary, and by offering 
to renounce the tenets' of the reform* 
atioh. 

Marf, Ko\wVer^ derfpififtg'his' mean- ' 
QC^ Md. thii&ii^ herfelf infecurc 
ivhilefaie hndi^rcjcdcd his* petition. 

F 2 ' . Four 



1 
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Four day$ aftei* his trial he was 
brought to Tower Hill, where hepro* 
fcfledhimfelfa Roman Catholic, and 
ipcnt foine time in prayer, expedling 
a pardon from Mary, on account of his 
rejedion of the reformation. His 
cxpedtations, however, were difap- 
pointed, and he fubmitted with re- 
Ittdlancc to his fate. 

Northumberland was a man who 
pofftfled great abilities,, and great viccs# 
Fortune had raifed him by d^ees to 
thehigheft pinnacle of human power; 
though defcribed by poets blind, flic 
ibmetimes afts with judgment: finding 
at length her minion unworthy of her 
favours, flie withdrew her protedion> 
fuffercd him to ikli fiom the height 






r 
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en which Ihe had placed him, and to 
iJie defpifed even by that perfon who^ 
Mbcen the objedt of his hatred, and' 
againil whom alt his mitchinationthad^ 
ken dii^ededf 



F3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVL 



The trial ofthedepofed S^den and htr 
bulband.^Infurniim g/* Suffolk »»rf 

Wyat. 



'Tp H E execution of Northumber- 
land preceded the trial of the de^ 
pofed Queen and her hufband but a 
Ihort time : for though Mary faw her 

now unable to contend with her, yet 

^" Ihc 



r 
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fli^HJpw notwh$t fiLmrky might «&- 
fedt in her favour, were fhe permitted 
to continue in poffeflioh of her liberty. 

With her hulband. Lord Guilford' 
•Dudley, (he was arraigned at Guild* 
hall, and by men difpofed to pay the 
nioft fervile obedience to any com*- 
xnandj, they were eadly found guilty, » 
smd Sentenced to die. 

Marypofleffed conttmptibli abili-- 
ties, yet fhe \vanted not that cunrnng 
which is often miflaken forwifdom>> 
smd by fome efteemed equivalent to 

it. She faw that it was not yet time 

to put the fentence paft on them into 

OEecutioii, and therefore for the prefent 

F 4 coni 
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contctiitd hcrfelf with committing 1 
them to the tower. . 

Mary now that her great opponent 
>Jorthuipbcrland, was no more, and. \ 
her competitor Jane imprifoncd, be*, 
gan to think herfelf firmly fcatcd on 
the throne of England, ^ and to en- 
tertain ideas, by entering into the 
ftate of matrimony of giving a fuc- 
ceflbr to the throne*; a match there^^ , 
fore was concluded between her and 
Philip of Spain, ' 

Thia 

" ♦ To this, flic was chiefly induced by a wifli 
to exclude Elizabeth from the fuccefEon, whodi 
fhe kated on account of hcT being the daughter of 
Anne Bullen, and alfo for her adherence to the 
proteftant faitht 
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This meafure occafioned not a &« 
tic alarm ; the jcaloufy of the people 
vrzs excited by an idea that this alli- 
ance would tend to fubjedi^England to 
the power of Spain. 

The Duke of Suffolk, fecretly chc- 

rilhed the fears of the people; he 

refolved to take advantage of the ftorm 

raifcd againft Mary, and endeavour to 

reinftate his daughter Jane on the 
throne. 

Through Tiis means an infurredion 
began in Kent, headed by Sir Thomas 
Wyat, while the Duke himfelf in War- 
wickihire, tried to raife men in order 
to join him. 

F 5 But 
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But Suffolk was ill-quaUfied fear fuch 
an undertaking ; he polTeiTed neither 
that eloquence lb necelTary to, inflame 
the paflions of the people^ nor that 
eafy demeanour which is calculated to 
. gam their affedions. 

With all his endeavours he could not 
raife an hundred men^ and was there* 
fore forced to abandon the cnterprize, 
attempting to fave himfclf by flight ; 
in this however, he was difappointcd, 
and made prifoner. 

His adherent, Wyat*, who in 
the beginning had been more fuc- 

ceisful 

* Wyat had colleftcd an army of near four 
tlioufand men : with thefe he marched to Lon- 
don, where many were prepared to join him ; 
idiead of ^ entering the capital with his whole 

army 
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cefsful was J^ mifcondudl alfo made 
prifoner. 

armf, he left a gresx part in the fuburbs^ . 
and with a icw only, marched to Charing Crofg 
proceeding to Ludgate he was denied entrance, 
ai'nd unable to effedl any thing with fo few men, 
he was prevailed upon to furrcnder himfelf pri- 
foner to Sir Maurice Berkley, and fubmit to the 
mcjcy of the Qgeen. Another rcafon of 3ie bad 
fnccefs^ of the tranfadion was, that the plot was 
difcoyered before it wa5 ifipe for execution, and 
the i«furgcnts were oh that account forced to 
take arms before they had colledled all their 
friends together. The execution of the plot was 
^pt>. intended to ha?6 been till the anival of 
PWfip* 
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the death of tirdepofed ^etn and hr 
huJbandljQrd Guilford Dudley. 



nn HE confequences that would fol- 
low this infurredliori were eaiily 
forefeen by the unfortunate Jane. 

Immediately after the apprehenCbn 
of the Duke of Suffolk and Wyat, it 
was refolvcd that the fentence'paflcd on 

her 
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her and hef hufband fhould be put 
into execution. 

A warrant was s^ccordingly figncd 
by Mary, for their being beheaded on 
the twelfth of February, 15 54- 

A furious bigot of the name of Fec- 
kcnham was difpatchtd to the Tower 
to inform her of the determination of 
the council, and perfuade her to em- 
brace the Roman Catholic feith. The 
fatal intelligence was received by the 
unhappy Queen with fortitude and 
even fatisfacfdon* To the perfuafiOQf 
however, of Feckenham to alter herrc- 
ligion, (he replied, <« That the remain- 
ing patt of her life was too ihort to be 
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employed in any thing but in prayer 
toGod."^ 



Fcckenhazn> to whom this reply did - 
not feem to convey a refufal, obtained 
a delay of the execution of three days, 
and returned with this intelligence — 
A faint fniile played on her beautiful 
ftature$ while (he thanked him for his 
IciiKlnefi, afliiringhim however, •♦ That 
Ihc wifticd not to prolong an exiftence 
that had been for fome time a burthen 
to her.** Still however, flic continued 
firm in her refolution to die in the 
proteHant faith. 

The day at fcngtJi arrived in which 
youth, beauty, learnings «xd innocence, 

were 
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were to be offered up, facrificfcs to 
power, bigotry, ignorance, and in- 
jufticc. 

A fhort time previous to (he execu- 
tion*. Lord Guilford, her hulband, re-* 
quefted an iniervicw with her in order 
to take a laft farewell.. This howevf^r 
fhcftedfaftly refiifed; •♦Such inter- 
views,** flie faid, *'were augmenters 
of grief, and afforded no comfort in 
the hour of death i ihe therefore in« 
treated him to have patience, for Ihe 
doubted not but they would loon meet 

in 

* It was originally Intended, that the Qaeea 
and her hufhand (hoiiU haye been beheaded cm 
Tower Hiil, but fearing their beauty and ao« 
^mplifhnents might canfe an infiirieftioa ia 
their favoofi a fcaffi>ld wat cteAed witUn &# 
Tower* 
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in a better place, whei»e no earthly 
power could feparate theitk** 

Nevcrthelefe fhe pofleffed fufEcic^it 
fortitude to view him from a window, 
as he went to the place of execution. 

After this afFefting fight, Ihe wrote 
three Ihort fcntences in her table- 
book, in Greek, Latin, . and En- 
glifii, which book, upon Sir Johw 
Bridges's* entreaty, that Ihe would be- 
"ftpw upon him fome memorial, fhe pre- 
iented to him as ^n acknowledgment 

for 

* This Sir Join Srii^esr the ancefterof the 
yrefeat noblft family of that name, Dukes gf 
ChanJois, was LieutenaRt of the Tower at this 
time, and was prefent with Lady Jane in her 
apartment, from the windows of which ihe had 
<tbe laft fight of her huiband living and dead* 
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for the civility flie had received from 
him* The fenfe of the Greek femence 
was,^«< If his fl?in body (hall give tefti- 
tnony ggainft me before meit| his moll 
biefled foul (hall render an eternal 
proef of my innocence in the prcfence 
of God/' The Latin fentence was. to 
this cfFe<St, " The juftice of men took 
away his body» but the divine mercy 
has preferved his foul."^ And the Eiv 
glifli fentence ran thus, " If my fault 
defervea puniflinient, my youth at* 
leaft, indmy imprudence, werewor^ 
thy of excufe. God and pofterit)^ 
will (hew me favour/* 

An hour after his* dea^, ihe wa» 
led out by the Lieutenant of the 
Tower to the fcafFoId that was pre- 
pared 
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pafed upon the green,, eve^ egjim^ 
t&e White Tower, dreffed^ in a fuit: 
af idacic fatiOi her flM hair hat»£f< 
ii^ in wavy r4ii^kts oa hei^ (houlders^, 
Iier countenance pale and wan^throtigti' 
grief and. afHidioi^ but betraying* ncr^ 
:Qnnptoms<of&ar. 

, EyfiD now, in;thefe her lafi mament%. 
3U tf the H*afinrp of inhumanity and 
noalice ]3ad« been iacompletej^ &e iva»^ 
tieated with baarbai^ity unparaleUed. 

Mihc waft walking to the^ ibalTold^ 
the officers of juftice intermixed her* 
paflage, bearing along the headlefs 
6ody cf her hufband to inter it in the 
'Ibwer^ dae iigHl fbiocwhat difcom- 
pofed her, but recolleding herfeUf inw 

mediately 
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mediately* flic furveycd it for (omt mo- 
ments with a ftedfafl countenancc> and 

then heaving a deep figh walked on^ 

■* - ■ 

As foon as flie Had afcended the 
fcaffold, fhe furveycd for fome time^ 
the people who wef e aflembled to be-, 
hold her execution^ and then addreffcd 
them in the foHowirjg fpeech;^.,' 

• 

^ My lords, and you, godd ChrlRiaft 
people whidi come to fee me die. — t 
am under a law, aiid bj that law^ as a 
hcver-erring judge, I am condemned 
to die, not for any thing I have of* 
lended tfee Que«i*s Majcfty, fori wiB 
~ waih my hands guiltlefs thcfeo^ and 
deliver to my God a Coul as pure from 

fuch tref|>afs^ as innocence from in- 

jufticc. 
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juftice, but only for that I cdnfcnted t<r 
the thing t was forced unto,.cdnftraint 
making the law believe 1 did that.^ 
which I never underftood. Notwftlr- 
Handing I have offended Almighty: 
God in that 1 have followedovefnmch 
the luft of my o\yi>fle{h^ and thieplea« 
fures of this wretched world ; neither 
have I lived according to tfae.know*. 
ledge that God hath given me, fos 
which cwfe God hath appointed to 
me this kind ^fdeath»and thatmofl; 
ivorthily according to i^y deferts^ 
howbeit I thank him heartily that he 
hath given me time to repent of ray 
iins here in this world, and to recon^ 
cilc myfelf to my Redeemer, whom 
my former vanities had ia a great 
meafurc dilple^cd# Wherefore, my 

Lords^ 



Lords, and all you good Chriftian 
people^ I molt carncftly dcfire you all 
tQp pray with me, and for me, while I 
am yet alive, that God of his in- 
finite goodnefs and mercy will forgive 
my finsi how numberlefs and grievous 
" foever, #gainft him ; and I befccch 
you aU to bear me witnefs that I here 
die a true Chriftian woman, prpfeffirig , 
and avouching from my foul that I 
truft to be faved by the blood, paffion, 
and merit of Jefus Chrift, my Savior^ 
only, and by no other means, cafling 
far bjehind roc all the works and me-' 
tits of mine own adions> as things (b 
Ihort of the true duty I owe, that 1 
quake to think how much th^ logy 
ftfiidupagainflLmc.". 

thT 
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The dignity of he* manncf^ hti 
youth ^d beauty^ gai;ied the hearts^ 
0f the beholders^ who teftified ibck 
forrpw h^ teai^ and exclamations of 
jity. 

. The lovdy unfortunate^ pleafed with 
khis tribute in hei favour^ iiniled as if 
to fct an example td the people not to 
gcieve for the lofi of that vrhich the . 
jpdSsSbt of it valued at fo cheap arat«. 

iShe thSti kneit down aiid prayed fer- 
virntIy.foribme timet 

Ha ureftiett afterWird* dSfircfeett 
htti nttlting into tears as they birclehef 
aik<(!MtiMf a<fia* J to each file defiv«fe* 
a fmall pledge by lAad^mMnmnim* 

hen 



1 
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Wy and tnd^t^omeA ft) eemSsAc diem 
6r bcf Idfs; then ikfiiig fhetiw^pitui 
ppdi^ {hecaft her eye* te heavew, mS 
laying her head iqpm t^i Jsiodkfktbi*^ 

mittcd to the Mow of the executioner. 

tfauf , fell \kk mtyO? deDmpIlfftedi 
tady, rcfigiSng fiiet Kft in ir rttmif& 
worthy of her employing and improv- 
ing itr ^*^and a tfue Chriffian faith/* " 
as one obfcrvei^, ** having uniformly, 
produced a Chxiftiaft life with whac 
triumph did it tl^mple oh the fling of 
death, aiKt fprc^id a gbry round* rfife 
Lady Jahef^ that ecliplcd the faint XnU 
tre of the Hiperftitiops and cruel Qjjeeri 
Mtftydn^fierchrbntf*?** * 

j GhmJIir Ridlef$ Life of 2i<iiop RiMij. p, /^j. 
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The fmalleft remains of this incom« 
pam^Ue perfon are too precious to be 
Ioft,wefhaU therefore orefiilly coUe^ 
M^hat Vft can of them* 

In the place of her confinement the 
ipllowjing verfes were found written by 
heri and as it is laid with ^pin« 

J^on aliemputes homint qua obtingerepoffunti 
Sirs bodierna mibi firaseritiUa tihu 

^ liiEnglifli. 

Think not, O mortal^ vaiidjr gay^ 
That thoa from human woes art firccj 
The bitter cup I drink to-day 
Tcvmonew may be drunk by thiec. 
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^ Bei^jwoante nil meet livormalm^ 

Etn(mjuvante,niljuvat labor gravis. 

P^ tembrcLsJpero lucenu 

t '' - 

InEngliflu 

Eftdlefs all malice, if our God is. nigh; 

Fruitlcfs all pains, if he his help deny. 

~ Patient T pafs thefe gloomy hours away. 

And wait the Morning of eternal day. 

The fate of Lady Jane was univer- 
fally lamented even by thebeftaffedled 
perfons to Queen Mary; and it might 
have become the Queen to have con- 
fidered in time whether it was to the 
honour of her humanity to fhed the 
blood of her near relation^ of one who 
had enjoyed her friendfliip and javour, 
and who, though fhe had taken the 
G royal 
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f (?yal diadem, yet had takcft it by t6A^ 
' ?ftraint; and which at the firft motion 
Ute willingly and chearfiilly refigned* 
This hard meafure, together with the 
fame ^of Lady Jane's learning and ami^ 
aWc virtues might excite the corn-* 
Jncndations with which her meraoiy 
^was honoured, attxong which sore, the 
following. 

Ge Jana D. Laiirentii Humfredi 

Decajiichon. 

Jana jacet fievo non ^equa vulnere mortis^ 
Nobilis ingenio, /anguine, martyr hi 

Ingenium Laiipis ornavet fcemina mujis^ 
Fcemina virgineo Ma dkata cboro. 

iSnfiguine clarafuit, regdliftirpe credta^ - 
Ip/aque Regin4s nobilitata tbrom* 

Bis 
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its Graia efl, pulchre Grails nutrilacami^enis^ 
Et prifco Craium /anguine creta ducum. 

Bk martyr^ faero^ fidei verejjima Ujiis, 
Atque vacans regni crimine jana.jacetm 

In Englifli. 

The Latin by Dr. Lauretice Humphrey^ 
D. D. and Prefident of Magdalen 
Olledge in Oxfordi 

Here lies the mangled, murdered frame 
Of Dudley in her opening bloom ; 
Without one crime to (lain her fame 
Cut off, and hurried to the tomb. • 

2. 

To her imperial pedigree, 
^ To genius of the firft renown 

She join'd the nobler dignity 
! Of martyrdom's eternal crown, 

G 2 The 
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3- 

The native riches of her mind 
The Roman literature improv'd. 
And P/^/^jV lore her foul refin'd ; 
ijEach Mufe by her admir'd and lov*d» 

4- . 
Sprung from the royal ftock, advanced 
For a few days to /ilbion'^ throne. 
The envied gleam that on her glanc*d 
SerVd but to make her virtues known* 

i- 
:Her death two martyrdoms' combin'd^ 
^his for her faith in Chrift her Lord, 
Shat for her innocence: her mind 
To grafp the fceptre never foar'd. 
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The following LaWn verfes Arere alfo * 
written to her memory, rn which (he 
u introduced as faying, 

I Re^iaftirps trifii cinxi diapemale crines ; - 

B^gna fed OmnipQtens line meliora dedi4* - 

In Englilh. - 

To an imperial flock my life I ow'd, 
i - A crown imperial on my temples glcw'd ' 

Bat bitter forroMnind corroding care 
1 Were woven with it whilcit gUiter'd there. " 
i A'better diadem my God has giv'n, ~ 

Aft bright as lafling as the days of heaven. 

The Latin diftich alfo written by the 
famous Martyrologift Mv.'Jobn Foxs 
well dcferves to be recited. 

G 3 ^H 
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Tu quihusijiakga^^ incerium efi, leSIarjOceltis. 
Jpfe quidemficdsfcrihere non potuu - 

In Englifh. 

If thou unmov'dth' account canft hear 
Of Dudley % worth, and Dudley's woes. 

Not without many a trickling tear 
Could I her narrative compofe. 

But the moft particular and copi- 

« 

ous penegyric upon Lady Jane which 
we have met with, is that of Sir ^bo^ 
mas Cbakner^ written in Latin, which 
we {hall lay before our readers in an 
Englilh verfion, that IhalL faithfully 
preferve the fenfe, though it Ihall have 
no other merit to recommend ir« ^ 

^ An 
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An Elegy on the incomparable Lady 
Jane Grey, daughter of Henry Duke of 
Suffolk^, who, with an invincible forti-. 
tude, fufFered death by the fevering 
her head'from her body, Fehuary 12» 

ISS4. 

See by the axe in beauty's bloom 
The matchlefs Dudley bleeds. 

Not for offences of her own. 
But by her parcntg deeds. 

Had but Ae meafurc of her time 

With her deferts agreed. 
The Phanix, that whole centuries livci. 

Her age would not exceed. 

Pbanix fhe was of SuJ^k's houfc 
■ Th' incomparable grace? 

G 4 ^*' 
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Minervah felf adorn'd her mind^ 
And Papbos' Queen her face. 

Beauty and learning both were hers. 
This native, that her choice : - 

Her perfon rayifh*d ev'ry-eye. 
And ev'ry ear her voice. 

She was but feen, and love elanc^d 

Its all-fubduing dart ; 
5he was but heard^ an<i fandity 

Aw'd and refin'd the heart. 

Her facf^ the feat of thoufand channi^ 

Shot a refiftlefs flame^ 
Hcrmodeftymtii down-caft eye 

All loofe defires o'ercamt. 

A body of as fine a frame 

As ever nature wrought, 
A foul preeminent enlhrin'd. 

With cv'ry fcicnce fraught* 

Scarce 
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Scarce eighteen years had roIPd away- 
Ere flic fo Ieara*d was grown 

Doftors profound admiring own*d 
Her peer was never known. 

Butyct-all modcft, meek, and mild 
The matchlefi nymph was feed; : . 

Of pride no tindure flie betrayed 
In afpcft, fpeech, or meih. 

AH lowly as the earth (he fpent 

Her meafur'd hours of lime. 
Yet call'd to meet her nature's foe, . 

Evinc'd a foul fublime.^ . 

Not Socrates with firmer mind - 
Drunk down the bowl of death 

Than Dudley to the killing axe 
Bow'd and refign'd her breath. 

Should any think my pznmlMu/e 
Toolavifti ofapplaufe, 

^ G s . - And 
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And that, the Mufe*^ ufual blame, 
Too bright a piece fhe draws. 

Boldly to heav'n I might appeal 

To witnefs what I fay. 
What ! call for fidtion, when the truth 

Outfoars the loftieft by ? 

Lately this paragon divine 

In Albion's Ifle was known. 
And might for numerous years to come. 

In glowing glory Ihine, 

But 'Mary*s unrelenting foul 

Her blood untimely pours : 
So the outrageous lioncfs 

The gentle dove devours*. 

The ii 

* Whatever may be alledgcd in extenuation 

f)f the condiid of Queen Mary in beheading 

Lady Jane, as we own that fugh views may be 

given' of the matter as may make it appear a ftep 

. politically expedient for. the Queen to take in 

V ' ' order 
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The Queen relblv'c^ to wreak her wrath 
Upon her guilty foes, 

G 6 On 

order to fecnre her peaceable pofTeffion'of the 
throne, yet we fear that flie was not of that mild 
and hamane difpofition which fome hiftorians 
may have afcribed to her, and that the ftrong re- 
prefe&tations which Sir 7bbmas Chaloner has 
here made of her cruel temper, though they may 
not be fairly deducible from Queen Marfs treat- 
ment of Lady Ja»it yet may be juftifiedby a 
furvey of her behaviour in other particulars. 
How came it to pafs, iif (he was of a gentle dif. 
pofition, that SmithfitUy fo near to her palace, 
fhouldbe kept inflames almoftiive years together^ 
and th^t fhe fhould not relept at it ? — How can 
her unkind ufage of her filler the Lady Elizabeth 
be reconciled to the didlates of a tender fpirit ? 
— Was that moft ungrateful and perfidious breach 
of her promife with her very faithful and loyal 
fubjedls the Suffidk-min ^^rooi of the goodnefsof 
her heart? Was not Judge Haks, wllo.had ftrenu-, 
oiifly defended and maintained her right of fuc- 
ccffioh to the crown, ufed by her in the moft un^ 
generous aild indeed cruel manner ? But above 
allj how baibarouily wa6 that truly excellent and 

moft 
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On unofFeriding Dudley* she^d. 

•1 he fatal thunder throws. 



snoft amkbk man Archbifliop Craumtt treated 
by her, to whom Ihe owed even her very life ? 
Could (he be ignorant that her firm adherence to 
her mother's caufe and intereft, and her back- 
wardnefs in fubmitting to the King [Henr y the 
fight h J her father, were thought crimes of fuch 
a nature by his Majefty, who was always impa-^^ 
tient^of contradidion, that he was refolvedUo '^. ' "J 
itrike a terror into all his people by j^ttFrig her V ^ * \^ 
openly to death, and that, when othets, Jartigu^^vjil ,,frn 
Jarly'fhe Dokc of Iforfolk and Gardiner ^iXf tit un^-- \.^j 
willing to iiazard their own intereft to preferve -^ 
her, the good Archbilhop alone ventured to do it, 
that inhis gentle way he told theKing thatlhc wa$ 
young and indiitrreet, and that therefore it was no 
wonder if (he obftinately adhered to that which 
her mother and all about her had been infufing- 
into her for many years^ but that it would appear 
firange if he fhould for this caufe fo £ar forget Jl« 
was a father as to proceed to extremities v^ ith 
his own child; that if Ihe were feparated from 
her mother and her people, in a little time there ■ 
might beg;round gained on her, but that to take 
away her life would laife horror through all Eu^ 
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O may that God, who reigns on high^ 

And fearches- ev*ry heart, 
Afcend his throne, and thence to each 

Diftribute herdefertl. 

For oft what human laws ordain 

Is impious in his fight. 
But he the infinite Supreme 

Awards to all their right. 

Admit that Jane without defign . 

Incurred a righteous blame; 
Why fliould the Queen to doom her death , 
' Her cruel foul inflame? 

T* avenge the wrong, fo deem the mufti 
Juft heav'n its wrath difplays, . 

And 

Topi. Could ihe be ignoj«nt of all diit, and that 
the Archbilhop's interpofition vtras the mean oF 
preferring her life? And yet^his very man was 
burnt to death by the oideris of this unjiatefnly 
Md muft we not add, percilcfs woman \ 
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And in tremendous righteoufnefs 
' Cut fhbrt the murderer's dayt . . 

Long fickncfs flie endur^-d before 

She felt the mortal dart ; 
And ftirigs and pangs of guile unknowit 

Transfix'd her confcious heart*. 

Th-^ 
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Though wc ought tp be very careful how 
we denommate adverfe events of Providence oc- 
curring to particular perfons as juigmints^ or 
peculiar expreflions of the divine refcntmenta 
againft them, yet it cannot be amifs to take 
notice of the Aln»ghty's difpeafatiom^ and parti- 
cularly to obferve concerning Queen Mary^ that 
her reiga was but (hort, no more than fire years^ 
four months^ and eleven days^ .and that, after Ihe 
had aboli(hed Pnttfianiifm, a train of infeli* 
isitiee attended her to the end of her life, fuck a» 
extreme fcarcity of provifions at home, foreign 
loffes^thefurrenderof Cfl/«/V, great damages by 
^ thunder an^ l?gitning> and by fire in the royal 
vnavy. Thefe afflidions, and the abfence and 
uiikindnefs of Kin^PJbiiip her huftasd, made a 
deep imprefiioti upon licr, and are faid to hare 
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Th* advifer&ofth* atrocious deed 

Jujiice. alike overtakes ; 
By Bropfy this^ that by the Stone^ 
His painfal exit makes, 

A third, of intelled deprived 

In rage and horror dies. 
And on the fourth fome chofen curfe. 

Some, fignal vengeance lies *. 

Mai? 

haftened her end. " She hjid been for fome 
time," fays Mr^^tf//«, « affliAed with the drop- 
fy, which being much increafed the beginning 
oi November, carried her oflF the feveHteenth of 
the fame month, in the 43d year of her age,j 
1558.'' Rapin's Hiftory of England, Vol. VII. 
p. 17^. O^Yoedit, 

* We acknowledge that we cannot afcertain all 
die perfons whom Sir Thomas Cialom^r hzd in 
hit eye in the enumeration of the calamities that 
befel them ; but perhaps there is little doubt to 
be made but diat theinftances of madne/i, and of 
the drcfjfy oxfton^ w^rd the fiift judge U^rgat^ 

who 
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What tbough no bright innncdiate iigns 
The Deity may flibw . 

That 

who condemned the lady Jant^ and the laft Dr« 
Gardiner^i^t merciless abetter of Popexy^ and'- 
who was foon after Queen Mary's acceffion to 
the throne, made Lord Chancellor of England^ 
and might have a great influence in her counfels. 
As to Judge Morgan, hewas^ foon^afte^ he h^d 
pronounced fentence of condemnation , feizqd 
with madnefs, and in his diflradlion conti- 
nually cried out to have the Lady yam taken 
away from him, and fa ended his life, v As 
to the death of Dn GarSner^ it was terrible, 
beyond altexpreffion. We Ihall give tke ac-- 
i count of it from a late very refpe^able writerf* 
«* Dr. Gardiner the Lord Chancellor," fa^s our 
biftorian, *' in the midft of all his^ fplendour^ 
fecure in the favour of the Pope, and ot hia 
royal miftrefs, and having in view a Cardinal-s 
Hat, and legative power from the oifte, and the 
tbnme of Caxterburj from the other, trinmphed 

over 

+ Dn Ghci/er Ridky't Life of Dr. Nkholms 
Ridfy, fometime Bifhop of Loudon, and .who 
fuffered mariyidom in Qgeen Mar^^i izyu 
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That he obfervcs or good or ill. 
And governs aU15eIow, 

Let 

over tHc weaknefs of the two martyw at Or- 
JhrdJ Ridley and Latimer burnt there O^ober 1 6, 
'5550 foe whofe deaths he was impatient. His 
dignity and. employjment would not permit him 
to be a ipeftator, and enjoy the fight. But what 
tie could he did. He'difpatched meflengen oa 
purpofe to Oxford to be prefent at their, execu- 
tion, and to fpeed ba<ck to him to give' him tfie 
earlieft intelligeuce when the iire was fet to them; 
and> though the Duke of Norfolk was his gpeft 
that ds^ he would not go to dinner till the re* 
turn of the mefienger had given him the fatii- 
fadion he fo hungred after. At four o'cldck 
the wretch was made happy, and weat to dinner* 
He was not difappointed of bis Itift; but while 
the meat was yet in His mouth, the hcayy wratk 
- of God came upon bim. He was feized with a 
fuppreflton of urine, and; though he went five 
days after to the pafliament, whieh met Oa^ier 
:zi, ^nd again on the 23d, he could go out no 
Qiore. A foul leprofy and dropfy increafed up- 
*cn him, contrafted, as was reported, by drunken« 
aefs or whoredom^ both which vices he had in-* 

dulged 
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Let not prefumptuous man conclude 
The pow*r the thunder throws 

U 

dulgcd much in his lif(^, fo that his body was . 
greatly diftendcd, his eyes diftorted,^ and his 
breath too offenfive to be endured, rfe felt all 
the bitter remorfe* of confcience without being 
able to mingle with it that falutary forrow which 
alone can make it fupportable. I havt erre^, 
faid he, wi/^ P.eier, buti ha'v^ not *wep like him. 
The Bifhop of Cife/V;&(/^^r vifiting him would have 
. fomforte4 him with the affurance of juftification . 
through the blood of Chrift. Qax^ner acknow- 
ledged the ^ruth in private, and thereby aiTented 
tp the^ Reformers, but defired him politically to 
iiippr^fs it/faying, Be might /peak ofibatlohimi 
r t9 others in bis condition^ but if htitpmed that 
gap again^ and preached that to the peopk^ thin 
fariwel altogether. He fuffered this protrafted 
execution for four weeks; during which ^ as one < 
wrote out of £«^/tf«</ at .that time, htfpaie littU 
hut bhfph^my mndJUthine/s^ and gave up the ghoft 
nvith curjesin his mouthy in terrible and unexprejp* 
hie torments* He was called to his account that 
very day month that Ridley and Latimer fuffered, 
at two o'clock ia the mornixig, Novmbtr 13* 
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Is impotent CO favc his faints. 
Or {mite in death his foes. 

But thefe high awful myfteric* 

Let men of God defcribe. 
Who at the fountain of his word 

Truth's pureft ftreams imbibe; 

Enough for me to cull fome flow'rs. 

That on Partiajfus grow. 
And o*er the grave where Dudley lies 

The fragrant honours ftrow j 

Enough for me to tell my "woesi 

And in elegiac verfe 
Her high deferts, her cruel wrongf j 

Arid Albion's groans rehearfe. 

Like a young bough from off the vinf 
Torn4)y the tempeft's breath, 

Th' incon>parable Janei^ fall'n. 
For ever falPn in death. 



i46 ^ THE mSTORY'OF 

Dudley, thy charms might into love - 

A Cyclops* leif convert, 
Of, if an harder heart exifts. 

Subdue that harder heart. 

Gould not'thy yeuth, thine innocence^ . 

Difarm thine enemy; 
A female too, and by her birth' 

So near atly'd to thee ? ' 

How could'flf thou, Mary^vcn'diti'woc^^ 

To others fccm benign 
And yet to Jane no pity fliow, , 

The glory of thy line ? 

Shall not, O Queen, acultur'd mihcif * 
A mind'tnore cultur'^l fpare ?^ 

Her excellencies who Ihall tell, 
M diy ^^ umerous. and how rare ? 

How few of either fex or age 
%, Their country's boaft and praifc^ ^ 

0£ 
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'OCgrcat accompliftiment ere joia*4 
Such bright, fuch various rays i 

'Tis far below her fame to tell 
With what a fkilful hand 

Shetouch'd the lyre, and with the found* 
The paffions could command j 

I *0r how inimitably fine 

The works her needle wrought. 
Or with what ftrokes of matchlefsart 
Her pen pourtray'd her thoughts 

Scacce lefs than miracles I fing 
!• Though Dudley dy'd fo young, 
I Her vaft capacity and toils 
I Had conquerM many a tongue. 

That through j^rahia known, whofc fon& 
, Ne'er felt a foreign yeke. 
That from Cbald^a nam*d, and thafe 
The fbns of Heber fpokc. 

Smal J 



t^ 
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Small Were the praife V adjoin the tongues 
Through Greece md Rsme rtnown*d^ 
Thofe tongues we now fo often hear 
From Albion'^ Fair refound^ 

Fteticb and tlalian, both enlarged 

Her irttelledtual ftores ; 
And laft that Janguage wdl ftie knew 

That founds through Albion'^ IhoreSi 

Thus, uot as yet arrived at age. 
Eight tongues fhe underftood ; 

And, breaking learning's ririds, Ihefeiz'dj' 
She fealted on the food. 

If wide thy fame, thrice facred fage*. 
Who mad'ft.five tongues thine own^ * 

y*'The pa£age whieh we have thus tranflated, 
U'When tendered word for word from Sir Tbo^ah 
Chaloner^ runs thus; '* Stridm may envy who 
gave thee birth, then holy man, who wert mafter 
of fiyc language^ ; our girl has forpaffed by three 

tongue».*f 
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Say what fupreme, unbounded praife 
I Should Dudley's memory crown 2 

If virtue frotai a graceful form 

Does double grace receive. 
Does not a noble parentage , 

An equal luftregive ? 

Then well fui^vey her parentage 

From an illuftrious line. 
Her fire defcending gave his race , 

ln4iis own beams to flilne: 

Her mother tracM her pedigree 

From -/f/^io»'s mighty King; 
And this of am's overwhelming woes 

Unlocked the direful fpring. 

Con- 

tongues.'* There can be no queftion but Sir 
Tkomaj had in hi* eye. the famous Jerom^ who 
was born at Stridon in Hungary ^ and was mafter 
of the Ld^in, Grtek^ Cbaldfi, SjriMCg and S^hrft» 
Isfiigizages. 
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Xontented, happy in her fpherc. 

Without one wifh to rife. 
She view'd the royal diadem 

With undefiring eyes ; 

But Nobles of her 'high defcent 

To ferve themfelves alone [nymph 

Th* advantage feiz'd, and plac'd the 
Reludlant on the throne. 

Then where her blame? the.preffing fuit 
- W^^'^ ^^ would famdenyi 
^r why for treafons not her owa 
Muft Ihc be doom'd to die? 

The regal title, regal ftate, 

Dudley at once lays. down. 
And without grief or envy fees 

Her rival take the crown* 

Mary% exafperated foul 
No fuch enjoyment knows ; 

And 
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And, while to lives that kfs deferv'd 
The Queen forbearance (hows, 

Within her bofom for the fair 

Compafn^n finds no room ; 
Her confanguinity o'erlook'd^ 

And more her pregnant womb*. 

H Her 

• Though Sir Thomas Cbaltner, witom we 
may ftile a coteraporary with Lady Jam; and 
whofe elegy to her memory, with his other 
•poems, was publilhed 1579, has made no fcruplc 
to affirm that Lady Jane was with child when - 
(he fuffered death, and thereby immenfely a'gr 
gravated the afperity of Queen Mary, yet we 
own, that there docs not appear to us fufficient 
icafon to fupport the charge, and we father join 
with the author's of the Biographia Britannka^ 
' who fay, *' that whereas foipe of our own wri- 
ters feem to doubt whether Lady Jane was with 
child or not nt the time of her deceafc, and 
improved this into a diredl alTertion that (he was 
ii\/e months gone, it feems to be improbable, 
fince there were at that time fo many bufyand 
inquifitive people, that if the faft had been tiu.% 

it 
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:Hertigc, her lineage, and her ftx, 

The nobles only guilt 
Might fure have pleaded that the blood 

Of J^/«^ fhould not be fpilt; 

But nothing could the marble heart 

Of Mary niollify ; 
Upon the fcaffold by the fteel 

She dooms the fair tb die* 

Dauntlefs the heaveii-fupported nymph 
The traitor's death endur*d. 

In her own virtue, and the hopes 
Of endlcfs blifs fccur'd 

So 

it muft have been known, and would hare been 
perpetually repeated in thofe pieces that were 
every day font abroad in order to exafpcrate tbe 
nation againft the Queen and her Minillers^" 
Eh^raphia BritannUa, Vol. IV. p. 24, i^. 
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So Pdyxena* at the tomb 

Oi Peleus^ foil was flain : 
Pyrrhus, thou never from thy foul 

Couldfl: wipe the fanguine (lain I 

So to appea e Diana's rage 
Iphigenia f ftood, 

H 2 And 

* Polyxtna was the daughter of Pria^, the 
King oli Troy, who is faid to have given her ia 
marriage to Jcbilhs, but he coming into the tem- 
ple of Jpollo to perfofm the nuptial rites wai 
there treacheroufly flain by Part's.^ Ahcr the 
• facking of Troy, the ghoft of Achilles is faid to 
have appeared, and demanded his fpoufe, who 
thereupon was facrificed at the tomb of Achilles 
by Neoptolimus^ or as he was otherwife called 
Pyrrhus, the fon of Achilles. Polyxe.ta is repre- 
fented to have met hfer end with an invincible 
fortitude. 

^f Iphigenia was the daughter of AgaiMemmn, 
King of Greece. The flory concerning her is 
that Agamemnon having accidentally killed one 
of DiaKah ftags, was by the Goddefs in revenue 

v.iaJ- 
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And calmly view'd the dreadful knife 
Unlheath'd to drink her blood. 

The crowd that gather'd round the block 

Were all diflblv'd in tears ; 
Dudley alone unweeping ftands. 

Alone ferene appears. 

With words fo gentle, To divine^ 

The martyr quits the ftage. 
As might have touch'd a tyger*s heart 

And turn'd to love his rage. 

Ah 

wind-boun(i at Autis with his whole fleet, and 
that the Oracle acquainted the Greeks^ that 
Diana y^'QVilA not beappeafed except fome of the 
King's children were Tacrificed. Upon which it 
is faid by fome of the Latin poets that Iphigtnia 
was adually flain, while others tell us that 
when (he was at the altar, Diana pitied her, put 
an hart in her place, and carried her away to be 
her prieftcfs. Though we pay little credit to 
thcfe Pagan accounts, yet poets in thefc later 
atcs vt'.zy be permitted to refer to them. 
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Ml me 1— no more — my fpirit faints — 
My voice in tears is drown'd. 

But ydne, the matchlefs Jane^ the Nine 
For ever (hail refound. 

Mary^ wh,^ feas can fcarcefufiicc 

To walli thy ftarins away. 
Thou might'ft at leaft thy bloody hand 

From Dudleys murder (lay I 



Mifs Scot's lines on Lady Jam int 
her poem, entitled, The Female Advo^ 
caky are no diflionour to the Lady who 
compofed them, as they are not un* 
worthy even of the tranfcendent cha^ 
ra^er they celebrate ; 

The beaatcous Dudley rofe to grace tbe ftage, 
' The pride and wonder of her fcx and age : 
Low-bending at the radiant fhrine of trutU 
H«r foul rcnounc'd the idle toys of youth> 
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Impell *d by nobler fires fte boldly foar' J^ 
And ev*ry fcience, ev'ry art explored. 
Religion, fn its purcft form array'd. 
Her tongue, her manners, and her pen difplay*d> 
Forc'd to the fplcndid burden of a crown, 
She foon with pleafure laid the burdfen down r 
Her fteady foul fate's ficrccft frown could braver. 
Secure of endlefs blifs beyond the grave. 

O Faiih^ whofe facred tranfports never cIb]F» 
Sweet prelibation of immortal joy! 
What proud Fhilofapby bat aims to preachy 
'Tis thine \vitli fov*ieign energy to teach* 
Ini|4^d by thee we leatn to fmile at pali^ 
Ana fU the ranities of life difdairi. 
Serenely meet the fudden ftroke of fate^ 
Or wait, if Heav'n approves, a longer date ; 
ConvincM, howe'er eternal truth detide»» ■ 
A parents love ilill o'er our weal prc£des» 

To conclude the encomiums upon 
this very extraordinary perfon, and 

. our 
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dcrr Mffemoirs of her, we fhall add what 
Mr. FuUerjn&ly and concifely obferves. 
^She had/' fays he^ *^ the innocency 
of child}iood; the beauty of youth, the 
folidity of middle life, and the gravity 
of old age, and all at eighteen. She 
had the birth of a Princ^fs, the learning 
of a Kvine, and the life of a Saint ; 
and yet fufFered the death of a male- 
hCzor for the offences of her pa- 
rents*.*'' Does Ihe not now fhine, let 
the author of thefe Memoirs be per- 
mitted to add, a ftar of the firft mag- 
nitude in the kingdom of her Father? 

We (hall enrich our hiftory ofthii 
excellent Lady by prefenting our rea- 
ders with a letter written to her father 
H 4 during 

f'tM/s Holjr State, p#3iii 
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during the timeof her imprifbnmcnt ; 
Mho, by his folicirat'ons to her tor 
take the crownj becartie the un- , 
happy inftrumeftt of htt umiittely 
death, 

" FatheRj ^, 

« Although it hath pleafcd God to 
'* baflcn my death by you, by whom 
*• my life {hould rather have beea 
" lengthened, yet can I fo patiently 
" take it, as I yield God more hearty 
•* thanks for Ihortcningmy woful days, 
" than if all the world had been givea 
•* unto my pofleflions with life length- 
" ened at my own will. And albeit 
*' I am well aflured of your impatient 
<* dolors; redoubled manifold ways, 

both 
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**'both in bewailing your own woes,, 
^ and efpccially as I hear nay unfor- 
" tunate ftate, yet, my dear father, if I 
** may without ojffcnce rejoice in my 
*' own mifhaps, mefeems in this 1 may 
*' account myfclf blefled, that wafh- 
" ing my hands with the iftnocency 
"of my fa A, my guiltlefs blood may 
** cry before the Lord mercy to the 
" innocent. And yet though 1 muft « 
*' acknov^'ledge, that being conftrainx 
"cd, and as you wot well enough, 
"and continually aflaycd, in taking, 
"upon me, I fcemed to- confenr, 
" and therein grievoufly offended the " 
"Queen, and her laws, yet. do I af*- 
" furedly trull, that . this my offence 
" towards God is fo much the lefs, in*^ 
" that, being in fo royal eflatc as 1 was, 
H 5 " mine : 
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** mioe inferced honour never bkndcd 
**^'ith mirte innocent heart. And 
•* thus, good father, I have opened to 
** you the ftatQ in which I prefendy 
^' ftand, whofe death at hand, al- 
** though to you perhaps it may feem 
•' right ^oful, to me there i$ nothing 
'* can be more welcome, than from 
«* this Vale of mifery to afpire to that 
^' heavenly throne of all joy and plea- 
** fure with Chrift our Savior : in whofe 
" ftedfaft faith, if it may be lawful for 
«• the daughter ta write to the father, 
«* the Lord that hitherto hath ftrength- 
*' cned you fo continue you, that at 
" the laft we may meet in heaven with 
« the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
« Ghpft/' 

A- 
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Another letter of this Lady's is pre- 
ferved, which was written at the end 
of a Greek Teftamenr, and was fcnj: 
by her to her fifter Catharine* ^ the night 
before Lady Jane wz^ beheaded. 

'*' I have here fent you, good lifter^ 
•^ Calherine, a book, which akhough 
"it be not outwardly trimmed with 
'^ gold, yet inwardly it is more worth 
'^ than precious ftones.^ It is the book, . 
^^ dear fifter, of the Law of the Lbrd. 
**' It is his teftamentand laft will, which 
** he bequeathed unto us wretches, 
"which fliall lead you to the path of 
H6 ^'eter- 

* The Lady Jane had two fifters ytunger than > 
L^rfelf, his Lady C/?/;&^rw the cldeft, and Lady 
Maiy the younger. 
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** eternal )oy, and> if you with a good 
** mind read it, and with, an earned 
** mind do purpofe to follow it^ it % 
•* fliall bring you to an immortal and 
** evcrlafting life. It fliall teach you how 
•* to live, and le^rn you to die. It fliall 
" win you more than you ftiould have 
" gained by your woful father's lands r 
•* for, as if God had profpered him, 
" you fliould have inherited his lands> 
" fo, if you apply diligently this book^ 
•^ feeking to dircr^l your life after it, 
" you fliall be an inheritor of fuch 
^' riches, as neither the covetous fliall 
^**«lSii!draw from you, neither thief 
" (hall flcal, neither yet the moths cor* 
" rupt. Defire with Davids good fid 
« ter, to underftatid the ^ Law of the 
♦* Lord God. Live ftill to die„that 

•* yoa 
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^ you. by death may purchafe eternal 
V'life, and trufV not that the tenderneft 
*' of your age Ihall lengthen your life, 
** for as foon, if God call,, gocth the 
** young as the old, and labour always 
" to learn to die. J^^ the ^orld, deny 
« the devil, and defpife the flefh, and 
^ delight yourfelf only in the Lord. 
" Be penitent for your fins, and yet 
**defpair not; be ftrong in faith, and 
*^ dcfire with Saint Paul to be with 
*' Chrift, with whom even in death 
** tliere is life. Be like the good fer- 
" yant, and even at midnight be wak-. 
« ing, left when death cometh, and 
^* ftealeth upon you as a thief iii . the 
** night, you be with the evil fervant 
*' found fleeping, and left for laakjof 
*^ oil you be found like thp five fooliih 
• ^' women 



-i^ 
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**''women, zxA likehjm that had not on^ 
••"the wedding-ganiicnt> and then yc 
**" be call out from the marriage. Re- 
*'joice in Chrift, as 1 do. Follow the 
^^•ftcps of your matter Chrift> and take 
'*• up your crofs. Lay your iins on- 
••^ his back, and always embrace him. . 
^ And as touching my death, rejoice 
.•'as I do, good filler, -that I Ihall be 
^ delivered of this corruption, and put ~ 
*'on incorniption, for I am aflured 
** that I (hall,. for loling of a mortal 
^ life, win an immortal life, the which 
^ I pray God grant you, and fend you 
<' of his grace to live in his fear, and to 
«* die in the. true Chrillian faith, from 
<* the which, in God's namie, I exhort 
^ you, that you never fwerve, neither 
*• for hope of life, nor for fear of death; 

**for; 
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*' for if yon will deny his truth for to ^ 
** lengthen yoiir life, God will deny 
** you, ^nd yet fhorten your days ; and ' 
*' if you will cleave unto him., he will ^ 
** prolong your days, to your com- 
** fort, and his glory ; to the which 
^* glory God bring me now, and you • 
*' hereafter, when it pleafeth him to 
«' call you ! Fare you well, good filler, . 
'* and put your orily truft in God, who * 
** only muft help you.'* 

We fhall conclude the excellent 
compofures of this worthy Lady with 
a prayer diawn up by her in the time 
of her trouble, which will open to 
our readers the ftate of her mind 

in the near views of death and 
eternity. 
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" O Ijord, thou God and Father ,<)C 
'* my life> hear me poor and cjefolatc 
«* woman^ which flieth unto thee only 
'* in all troubles and miferies. Tbou^ 
** O Lord, art the only defender and 
'* deliverer of thofe that put their truft 
** in thee, and therefore I, being de- - 
** filed with fin, encumbered with 
** afflidions, unquieted with troubles, 
•• wrapped in cares, overwhelmed with 
•* miferies, and gricvoufly tormented 
•* with the long imprifonment of this 
«f vile mafs of clay, my finful body, do 
<*-come unto thee^ O merciful Savior, 
•' craving thy mercy and help, with- 
•' out the which fo little hope of de- 
" liverance is left, that I may utterly 
** defpair of- any liberty.. Albeit it is 
" expedient, that feeing our life ftand^ 

*^eth 
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'** eth upon trying, we lliould be vifit- 

*' cd ' fometime with fome adverfity, 

♦* whereby we might both be tried 

" whether we be of that flock or no, 

" and alfo know thee and ourfelves the 

" better ; yet thou that faideft thou 

*' wouldeft not fuffer us to be tempted 

" above our power, be merciful unto 

" me, that I may neither be too much 

" puffed up with profperity, neither 

** too much prefled down with adver- 

" fity, left I being too full, Ihould deny 

** thee, my God, or being too low 

•* brought, fliould defpair, and blaC 

" pheme thee, my Lord and Savion 

** O merciful God, confider my calling 

** beft known unto thee, and be thoii 

" now unto me a ftrong tower of dc- 

^ fence, I humbly require thee, Suf- 

«fcr 
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^fcr me not to be tempted above mjr*' 
^ power, .but either be thou a deliverer 
^ to me out of this great mifery, either 
*^ elfe give me graec patiently to bear' 
'* thy heavy hand,, and (harp correc-ir- 
•^ tion. It was thy right-hand that: 
^ delivered the people of Ifrad out of 
*^ the hands of Pharaoh, .which for^the ' 
^* fpace of four hundred years did op^- 
•* prefs them, and keep them in bond— 
** age.. Let it therefore feem^good ta> 
'*4by fatherly goodnefs^to deliver me • 
*• forrowful wretch, for whom thy Sott> 
*^ thrift Ihed his precious blood on thc^ - 
♦* crofe, out of this miferable captivity. 
.^* and bondage, wherein I am now» ^ 
^ How long, wilt thou be abfent ? For^ 
*• ever? Oh Lord, haft thou forgotten- 
f* to be gracious, ?nd haft thou ftiut up^ 
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^thy loving-kindnefs in difpleafure? 
•* Wilt thoif no more be intreated? 
^ Is thy mercy clean gone for ever^. 
•* and thy promife come utterly to an" 
•'end for evermore? Why doeft thou 
^ make fo long tarrying ? Shall I de- 
**fpair of thy mercy, O God?' Far be 
>* that from me. I am thy workm-an 
f* (hip, created in Chrift Jefus; givc^ 
•* me grace therefore to tarry thy leifure^. 
^* and patiently to bear thy >yorks, af- 
^furedly knowing, that as thou canft^ 
^^•fo thou wilt deliver me,, when it fliall 
^»pleafe thee, nothing doubting or 
^^miftruftingthy goodnefs towards me, 
9 for thou knoweft better what is good 
*' for me than I do, therefore do with- 
f* me in all things what thou wilt, and : 
** plague me what way thou wilt. On- 
*• ly in the mean time arm me, I be- 
> feech thee with thy armour, that L 
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*' may ftand faft, my loins, being girr 
**about with verity, . having on the. 
" breaft-plate of rightcoufnefs, and 
" fhod with the flioes prepared by the 
'^ gofpcl of peace, above all things tak- 
" ing to methelhield of faith, where-^ 
** with I may be able to^uench all the 
** fiery darts of the wicked, and taking 
^ the helmet of falvation, and the fword 
** of the Spirit, which is thy moftholjr 
^* word,- praying atways^ with all man^^ 
^* ner of prayer and fuppUoation, .that 
"Imay refer myfelf wholly to thy 
^* will, abiding thy pleafure, and com-^ 
" forting myfelf in thofe. troubles* 
!* which it Ihall pleafe thee to fend me,- 
*' feeing fuch troubles be profitable for 
"me, and feeing I am aflUredly per- 
*' fuaded that it cannot but be well all 
*^that thou doeft. I lear me, O mer-» 
" ciful Pathcr>for his fake, whom thou 

" wouldoft; 
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"^ wouldeft fliould be a facrifice for my 
'^^ fins; to whom with thee, and the 
'** Holy Ghoft, be all honour and glory. 
^'Amep/V 

I cannot reftrain myfelf from add- 
ing what Biihop Burnet fays concern- 
ing her, which, if it is a digreflioii in 
the order of our account of this Lady, 
k will be more than excufed for the 
dxc^Uency of the charadter this cele- 
brated hiftorian draws of her. *' She 
^Tcad,*' fays he, ** the fcriptures much, 
*' and had attained great knowledge in 
** divinity. But with all thefe advan- 
^' tages of )?irth and parts Ihc was fo 
*^ humble, fo gentle, and pious, that 
«* all the people both admired and 
^^ loved her. She had a mind wonder- 

« fully 
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*' fully raifed above the world/ and at 
** the age, when others are but im- 
*^'bibing the notions of philofophy^ 
" fhe had attained to the pradicc of 
^« the highcft precepts of it. She was. 
** neither lifted up with t!>e crown, nor 
*^ caft down, when flie faw her palace 
« i^ade afterwards her prifo^, but car- 
" ried herfelf with an equal temper of 
« mind in thofe great inequalities of 
" fortune, that fo fuddenly exalted 
^' and deprefled her. All the paflion 
^' fhe cxpreffed in it was that which 
" is of the nobleft fort, and is the in- 
•« dication of tender and generous ha- 
" tures, being much aflfeded with the 
<• troubles in which her hufband and 

^ father fell on her Account*. 

" Reader, 

• Surnei's Hiftory of the Reformation, VoU 
Hi p. 234, 555. Folio E(Jit. 
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deader, we have often admired the 
^religious equinamity of Socrates, the 
'firmnefs of Plato, the conftancy of 
Seneca, the manly compofure of Sir 
Thonrias More, in the hour of death; 
but, whatever we have admired in 
the death of thofe eminent men, we 
behold with equal luftre in the laft 
iXioments of a female, who had fcarcely 
cdnlplcted her feventcenth year, whom^ 
it were indeed infufficient to call lovely, 
, innocent, and unfortunate, but whbfe 
virtues, whofe accomplifhments^^ and 
"Whofc fortitude we defy any age or 
nation to furpafs*. Thoufands hav^ 
been unfortunate, as many have fuf- 

fered 

* I have alwaysnhought that there is a great 
refemhiance between her fate and that o^Mary, 
Queen of Scots; both were lovely in tbeir per- 
fons; both were the wenders of the age in which 
they lived, for mental aeconiplifhments ; eaeh 
was unfortunate, and each fell a facrifice to p«r- 
fecation and (opd^wer uajaSbl/ exerted. 
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fered unmerited perfecution, but we 
fliall ^nenilly. find fome blemifh in 
their -charadcrs which blunts the edge 
of our afflidions, and lelTens our pity 
for their fufFerings; but here in the. 
charadler before us, .the feverefl: tor* 
tures of criticifm will not be able to 
difcover a fingle fault. 

Yet for a moment let us forget the 
leverlty of her fate, and confider her 
death in a philofophic view ; we muft 
then confefs that it was of fignal 
fcrvicc, for by fuch actions were the 
people jpnvinced of the intokrant and 
inhuman fpirit of the Romart Catholics, 
and therefore more eafily confented to 
rejcdt the tenets of their religion in 
favour of this more mild, more mo- 
derate, and more forbearing. / 

FINIS. 






